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Congresswoman Geraldine Ferraro
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Ferraro:
I have been requested to deliver the enclosed

proposal to you in the hope that you might feel it
worthwhile to use in your campaign.

If you have ns about it, they may be
directed to Dg. C. V. Lafeber:

L

Very truly yours,
DENNIS DeCONCINI
United States Senator

DDC/GKJ

Enclosure




1 1
Dr. C. V. LAFEBER
TILBURGSEWEG 173

sos ae sowie ey, 26 VIII 198‘{-

Mr Dennis DeConcini,
US Senstor Arizohs,

Wsshington,DC 20510,
202/224-4521 ,USA

Degr Mr.Senstor,

I hope You remember our scqusintahce znd our recipro-
cal interest in the development of Poland.Lsst year

I gpoke in Warszaws with mshy people,governmental snd
ecclesissticsl.

As well I spoke with many Dutch politicisns sbout the
Egst-West-relations,fe srms rzce and the situstion

in Polsnd.

From s2ll this contsacts is born s project,written by
Genersl von Meijenfeld shd the undersighed,thst will
be published in the newspspers on 31 sugustus 1984,
We ask You to deliver this project to Mrs Gersldine
Ferrsro.The Democratic Party csn use it in the elec-
¥ioystruggle.We hope that ,if the democratis party
wins this election - we hope that snd pray for it -
the Mew government will back this very importsat
Dutch proposal.

I send You msny cordisl salutstions and hipe You to
see agsin,whether in yhe USA or in the Netherlsnds.¥Yo

are alwsys welcome.
TN

Yours very sincerely,
C.V,Lgfeber
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Polish-Dutch cooperstion.A proposal.

"The Dutch Csbinet is not willing to weit for what is hsppening
in the field of srmsment for the next one year snd s half,but
it wants to undertske between Eszst snd West internstionslly
necessary action"(Bert de Vries,Christsn-democrstic lesder,
20.6.1984 ,House of Commons,The Hague).

"The Esst-West dislogue does not count only for the Soviet U-
nion,but slso for the other countries of the Warssw Pact,of
which we hsve the feeling that they sppreciste contacts with
the Western countries"(Minister Van den Broek,Foreign Affsirs,
31.5.1984,in /sshington)

In the discus ion asbout the decision of the Cabinet d.d.l.June 1984 sbout the
(non-)placing of cruise missiles in the Netherlsnds on the lth of November 1985
is repestedly spoken both of s Dutch sighnsl function as of bilatersl contacts
with Esst-Buropesn countries.

Apsrt from this decision it is useful snd necessary to elsborste those two ele-
ments snd bring them into practice.The subjoined plen is s very prudent effort
to schieve this.

In our propossl we took the view that,if between the two sntsgonistic blocs a
peace keeping deterrent exists,this slso stsys on s lower level by mutusl mini-
mum reduction.Our philosophy which lies behind the propossl is,thst no superpo-
wer,let alone clientstates connected with it ,has sggressive ipbentipns towards
easch other,in spite of the semblsnce of the contrary.

The Netherlsnds have of a2ll West-Buropean countries the most snd b:st relations
with Polsnd.The liberstion of our country by Polish soldiers crested masny per-
sohsl contscts and is till now s source of grstitude snd in pirstion for all
those "Polandcommittees'" in our country,wjfiich on their turn sgein made so

mahy new friendships.

The time hss come to give 2 political trasnslation on this friendships.These two
esch other very friendly nations,which by & political fate turned up in mutusl
hostile cemps,hsve the historicsl duty te work on the diminishing of the con-
trosts.'"Ideslism" Minister De Ruyter ssid,"hss to get » politicsl translstion'.

In the some way as Polish and Dutch fomilies have come into contsct with esch
other,so the Dutch snd Polish Governments hsave to make 2 commoh propossl in gu-
tusl deliberstion - perhsps conform the idess which we hsve -, /hich they commu-
nicste to sll regerding Gov rnm-nts,but which they slso will def:nd ~ith =11

Jivir forcos in the concerning gremis - we think on the MBFR-tslks in Vienna -,
ahd vhich they,in spite of the resctions,delibers®ily will reslize.

This plsn,which will have to receive the officisl ststus in Wlsrsaw and The Hsgue,
comprises that both in Hollsnd snd Polshd 2 marginsl militsry taesk will be
knocked off.Esch country will dp so sccording to its owh discretion snd opinion,
but in bilstersl snd mutusl relstion.The relessed mohey will be spent on s medi-
cal or socisl-cultursl project in Polsnd;Polsnd on its turn will help with the
splution of s Dutch problem,e.g.thst of the unemployment,by giving work during

# fixed time ‘or Dutch unemployed in s fixed industry snd in s fixed region.The
Polish Government will give food snd housing ahd psy this cost from the relessed
defence-mohey.

fhich militery tesk will be pushed down by the Polish Government,if she hsd con-
sented principslly with this propossl,is ohly her casse,ss it is up to lay dowh to
the Dutch Gov rnment which tssks eventuslly cen be missed here.The discussion sbe
bout this missing hss to be stsrted now.
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During discussions in both countries the objection will be heard that "proper-
ly nothing" here can be missed,snd thst '"our'" repulsion will be more fundsamen-
tal,more risky and more precious thsn this of the other side,by which the ba-
lance would be endangered.André Fontsine recently ssid that we keep oh spesking
endlessly which party had an overweight,but that esach psrty differcntly reckons
and that everybody is afrsid thst the other hss or gets s prepondershce and
that every 'reckons to itself or from itself'".Bvidently.both [overnments have
to be op:n for criticism,but 2 serious dislogue is only possible with those
critics who know that the priusent armsrsce and disbolizstion of the opposing
party at least is so/risky,snd who have the politicsel will to change the politi-
cal and militsry false positions of our days.

The Dutch part in the propossl cah comprise :
- the removal of 2 certsin military (conventionsl or stomic) unit;
- the change of 2 certsin military (conventiohsl or stomic) unit into 2 posi-
tion of indirect prepsredness;
- the eliminstion of certsin stomic tasks.
Concerning the reiuction of the nuclear tasks is to be remarked thst the Dutch
NATO-contribution in nuclesar losds is very limited.A Dutch reduction will not
endanger either the militsary deterrent,ihich mever will be endangered by mutusl
reductions.ad advantsge of the repulsion of Dutch nuclesr tasks is that about
this has been spoken 3ince many yesrs.The NATO-decision of Montebello,fall 1983,
to eliminate 1400 nuclear loads from !!estern Europe,is typical.But it will be
evident that those Ruclear tasks will not be considered for repulsion which sre
obsolete or are hardly functionsl.'hen honzst snd hohoursble politicisns will
deliver » msrginsl but subst-ntisl contribution to s better understsanding be-
tween the two blocs and to 2 diminishing of the srmsrsce,they don't have to of-
fer one clesrance-~ssgle-article.
The repulsion of nuclear tesks hss to be free from the decisioh-making about
the placing of Tomah@sk cruise missiles in the Nethorlsnds.In other words : the
reduction of our nstional nuclesr tssks mey bs no srgument to place the new
rocketsystems.On the other hand s decision not to place heeis not to be & res-
son to meintsin undiminishedly the whole present-dsy packet of nuckdesr tssks.
The whole problem of the nuelear weaspons is one different from » Polish-Dutch
agreement.
Though there is hardly sny caslculation about costs of specific militery tssks,
it can be sccept d that s reduction of militsry efforts as meant here,will vary
from s diminishing of one millionh of guilders st the repulsion of certsin sto-
mic tssks oh the one hand till s diminishing of seversl millions of guilders
th=n the Dutch srmy will lift up or change the status of direct prepsredness
into an indirect one of 2 military unit. "
Necessary is that both in Poland and in the "eth rlsands s commission will have
to be set up,existing of ministerisl officisls,psrlementsrisns snd civil per-
sons,who sre interested in the Polish-Dutch relstions.They will hsve the task
to elaborate this propossl,to evsluste it later snd to propose new plans.Close
cooperation between the Polish and the Dutch commission is necessary.

On o2 Continent that is th- gresatest powder-msgszine of the 'orld,which itself

is full of thrests and menhaces,every ides to promote & climste of detente at
lesst deserves the serious sttention of the politicisns.On 27th lMay of this yea:
the Ministers of Foreigh Affsirs in the cadre of the Furopesn Politicsl Coopera-
tion spoke thst every Europesn country hss to build up its own relstion with the
countries of the Esstern bloc.The French Minister Cheysson ssid in the name of
his EG-colleagues:'"Moscow and ‘sshington spesk so loudly that ultimastely no
country doesn't hear the other more'.His British collesgue Heseltine st the so-
me time plesded for block-conhecting relstions between the East- snd !/est-Euro-
peah countries.
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This proposal gives & form tb those thoughts;it endsangers,in the cese of res-
lizaotion neither the USA nor the Soviet Union nor both blocsj;it is minimsl
step - but 2 step - to reverssl;it is & fair,honest sttempt to point out »
different direction to the world,in which the nstions menace each other with
death.Gertsinly the people of Europe cen not wait for ev-r under the Esst-
West thr st.The politicisis heve to take up this propossl.

CeV.Lafeber,historian M.H.von Meyenfeldt, eicrasl
Royal Militery Academy Breds
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