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BY COMM. AGOSTINL:

Q

Good morning.
Good moming.
Your name, please?
I

COMM. AGOSTINL :- I am Commissioner Agostini. I'm joined this
moming by Commissioner Coppola.

COMM. COPPOLA: Hetlo.

COMM, AGOSTINI: And Commissioner Drake.

COMM. DRAKE: Hello, sir.

THE INMATE: Good morning.
So you're here for your initia_l appearance, Congratulations for makinlg'it to this point. |

. ; ]
know it's been a long time. 1'm going to ask you a variety of questions, including

questions about the crime itself and try to understand what happened, what your role was,
why this happened and ask you questions about your life at the time. I know you werea’
young man then, I'm also going to talk about what you've accomplished in the last
twenty-five fears. I've goné'throﬁgh all of: the materials fhat you have submitted, lctiers
from your family, your packet, various accomplishments. [ ha\;e familiarity with what
you submitted for ourreview. We'll also talk about what your plans are for your future.
Okay?, |
Okay.

How old are you today?
Forty-three years old:' ' ¢

Even younger than ! tPtl.oiJght.' ‘Yo,u were at the time of the offense 'r‘lineteen?

Eighteen.

DURR COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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As I understand it, it was‘ you"‘and your cousin back in April of 1994;

Correct.

Is this in Buffalo, New York?

Yes, Southside, Buffalo.

You and your cousin went to the home of your great-uncle?

It was my cousin's great-uncle.

Your cousin's great-uncle. And the great-uncle resided with two other elderly gentlemen?
Correct.

They were about fifty-nine, sixty-nine and seventy-one?

Yes.

What was the name of the great-uncle?

So you had the three men there and you guys went there allegedly to burglarize the
home? |

1 went there to'commit a burglary. 1 was under the impreésion that nobody was home. 1
didn't know. That was my cbusin's great-uncle, T néver met that side, He's my second
cousin, not my first cousin. I was under the'im.pression_nobody was home. I went there
to commit a burglary. It went terribly wrong.

Was this your cousin's idea?

Yes. I was in bed that night. He called me. I had school the next morning. - I knew he
was involved in a terrible lifestyle. I chose to go do a burglary wifh him. My selfishness
and my greed - I looked up td him. Iwas looking to be cool with him. He's a little older
than me and 1 always‘Ic-);ket‘:l up to him. I didn't want to let him down. I don't know. |
had image issues. [ wanted to be like him, which wasn't right at the time,

So were you still in high school at this time?

DURR COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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Yeah. 1was still in high school, senior year, -
Was this a school night?
Yes.
What time of night was this? .
He called me about midnight. He came and picked me up at one o'clock.
One in the morning? | |
Yes.
Why would you think three elderly men would r;ot be home at one in the morning?
That's what he told me. He to!d me they went somewhere. They were on vacation. You
know?
You belicved that thrée elderly guys were on vacation?
He told me they weren't home, they went someihere,
So the plan was to burglarize this home of valuables. So what happened when you two
arrived at the residence? -
When we arrived at the residence he rang the doorbell. 1asked what he was doing. He
called me because he said I can kick in the door because I was a bi'g kid. Atthe time
B - to the doorand [ grabbed my cousin. Isaid: Let's go, let'srun. He said:

No, wait a minute. || flopencd the door and said my cousin's name Il My

cousin ran into the house, forced his way into the house. I stood on the porch. Ididn't
know whether to run. T heard a tussle and fighting. I didn't know what was going on at
the time. I was scared. I was shocked. Twas confused. |

How tall are you? AR
Six-six.

So you're a pretty big guy?

Yeah.
DURR COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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How much did you‘\;vcigh when you were eighteen years old at the time of the offense?
About two fifty/two sixty.

It sounds like a large and imposing person.

Yeah. ‘

Was your cousin a big guy too?

No. He's about ﬂvc—é"i'ght/ﬁyfé’mine.

[ can see one of the reasons why he called you.

Yeah,

Did you enti:r the. residence?

Aftera w};ile_,'yes, Hé started calling me. I heard a lot of yelling and gcreaming. Then it
went ‘quive.t. He was calling me: - come here. I entered the residence. [
stepped in, '

Let me back up for a moment, Whennswered the door and you realized

‘people are home and that the residence is not empty at that time why didn't you flee?

Why didn't you run home, run to the cops, run away? Why did you stay and remain

‘involved with this crime, which you could see was not going already as planned?

‘He was my cousin. I.%béil{é'cl;ﬁp to him. Ididn't know what was going on. 1 didn't want to

leave him. 1was scared. [ was just confused. f_didﬁ't know what to do, -

When you heard him inside, you s"aid you heard yelling?

[ heard yelling and banging and screaming and I should have run.

That would have beer:f' when he was repeatedly stabbing these three men to death?

I didn't know he was stabbing t]wm. [ thought they were ﬁghti'ngT I didn't know at the
time until I entered the residence. 1 seen Blood on the floor.

What did you do at that point?

I seen-on the floor. I'seen if he was alive. I seen a puddle of blood. I just
DURR COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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nudged him, like: Plee;se, getup. e was calling me upstairs. I ran upstairs and I was
asking what he was doing, what are you doing? Let's get out of here, _was
there. He tried to give me a knife and said: Here, you kill him. That's when [ ran. I said:
No way. And I ran, Lran out of the house. [ ran to the car, the car that we came to the
residence with, T

Did you drive away and leave your cousin there or you waited in the car for your cousin?

[ waited in the car for my cousin.

I notice in the sentencmg minutes here was a statement of one of your victim's brothers,

_ brother sald that you had testified that you gave - a wake-up kick.

Yeah. I nudged him with my foot to see if he was alive. Twas, like: Please, get up, He
didn't move so I left him there,

Yt;u didn't call 911 or try to get any medical help?

I didn't do any of that, ma'am, which I should have.

Were you under the ihﬂuen(_:e_ of alcohol or some‘ illegal drugs at that time?

{ had a couple drinks %o build my courage up to go do the burglary.

Did you have an addiction that you were feeding or it was just following your cousin?

I was just following my cousin. 1drank occasionally. I was in school and sports.

Did you stab any of these men yourself?

No, I did not, ma'am. 1 ni‘ever wanted anybody to be hurt, ma'am. If T would have known
that was going to happenﬁ I would have tried to stop it. They didn't deserve that, ma'am.
No. They certainly didn't.

I wer;t there to do the burglary. I did nothing to stop it. I've been living with that since
the night it happened and 1 let three innocent men die.

A horrible death too,

A very heinous death, ma'am, very horrible. Nobody deserves that, ma'am.

’quR' COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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2 A | No.
3 0 Did you know your cousin carried a knife?
4 A No. I was just going there -- he told me 1 was just going to be there to kick in the door
5 because I was big and help him carry some stuff out.
6 0 So now that it's been %Wt;’ntyfi]ve years that you have been living with this and thinking
7 about it, what do you lsa):??_ . .l o
g A ‘There is no saying I'm sorry, ma'am. [ can never make amends for what happened. The
-9 only thing | can do is better myself as a person. That's the only way to h(i)norlmy victims!
o
I ¢ They're not the only victims. I imagine these people had sons and daughters and
12 grandsons and granddaughters, brothers and sisters and were probably respected men in
13 their community.
14 A The ripple .;ffects were horrible, ma'am, | mea.n, I destroyed three lives, the community
15 as a whole knowing that happened in the neighborhood, the residents that lived there,
16 't'he'ir kids, their families. Three men were brutally murdered. 1did nothing to stop it.
17 Their families forevéﬁéte i'nf_[x:_)'ain. 1 mean, [ can never apologize for that. I can never
I8 ~ make amends for that. The families are probably always going to deal with that, always.
19 I did nothing to stop it, ma'am, and I should have. I'didn't know that was going to
20 happen, ma'am.
21 Q This is why you were'sentenced by the Honorable Judge D'Amico to twenty-five years to
22 'life.' I am aware that your cousin was sentenced to seventy-five years to life.
- 23" A Yes.
24 0 Since you've been with us I can see you've made a number of efforts at rehabi[itétion,
25 which is very important. Did you end up finishing high school out in the community?

DURR COURT REPORTING (3 15} 735-7429
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No. I was arrested in April, about a month and a half Before 1 was due to graduate.
Did you complete a GED with us? -
Yes. In the Erie County Holding Center right after I was indicted.
I did read that. I'm glidd that you did that.
1 know' you've completed the required programs, such as: A vocational program;
ART, our Anger Management Program; and ASAT for substance abuse. What vocation
did you take?
‘Vocational 'barbershob and I took a little bit of .custodial maintenance. I worked in food

sérvice_ as a messer's assistant, law library, little bit of everything. But my certification is

in barbering,

Tdid see the certificate here in the file. I'm glad you were able to take more than one

vocational program.

With ART I know you completed that program.. [ have not seen any violent
conduct.in your disciplinary, which is good.

T have, hov’vev'ér, seen’a number of drug use tickets over the years. 1was a little
surprised to see that many of them and as recently as 2015. What was going on with that?

I'm an addict, ma'am. I came to prison, that was my way of coping with what I done, for

‘what I was responsible for. I tried to numb myself from the pain. I was a coward. |

didn't want to face it, what 1 did, so [ chose to numb myself and escape reality every
chance I got. I got caught up; in an addictive cycle. The feelings of the shame and the
guilt that I've had - I didn't want to face what I did, being involved with three innocent
men being brutally murdered and the pain that their families are going through, the guilt
that I didn't do anything to stop it.

I could understand that. I think a lot of young people come into prison and they screw up

their first decade or so. They think that twenty-five years to life is an eternity and they're
DURR GOURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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going to be old men as opposed to being only forty-three years old when they've

completed twenty-fivé years.¢But the drug use didn't stop after you grew up. You have

drug tickets as recently as three years ago. This is spanning the entire twenty-five years,

disappointed that you have not done better in that regard. 1 am aware you have been

‘making twelve-step programs, I was reading in your packet and the various materials

submitted something about a five-step program, which I thought curious as to which steps

That was one of her support letters. Me and her really had a lack of contact, She didn't

And 1 also saw you were'in théMerle Cooper program, which no longer exists. You

might have been one of the Jast classes of that program. It was an excellent program.

It's a shame it's been closed. I'm glad that you were in it. How long were you in Merle

Two and a halffthree years. I became a peer counselor wit_. I

It certainly has a good reputation.. So, I guess, you were. in the last class to the end. I'm

1
2
3
4 not just while you were in your twenties and still young. Iwant to say that I'm
5
6
7
8 . they had rejected in that program. Itis in your matetials,
9 I think it was my sister's support letter.
10 Was that from her?
11
12 know the programs I was in and taking.
13
14
15 Yes, excellent.
16
17 Cooper? ‘
18 From April 21st, 2011 until the closing October 2014,
19 So you were there for two and a half years?
20
21 was a peer counselor in her building. .‘It was an excellent program.
22
23 glad that you took that program, It was a very intensive one that had a number of
24 psychologists and wai W'LII irz‘f:té;‘,é1rcl<:d. I'm glad that you were a part of that.
25

So, in addition to youir required programs I saw you did take the PASS program,

DURR COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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Prisoner Assistance "Scholastic Service. There are a number of elements to it, including
victim advocacy, drug addiction, anger management, That was a worthy effort on your _
part: And some othef%- pr:)gra;ns that you took as well.

What have you learned from all these progra'ms;?
I've leamed'from these programs that [ had a lot of negative characteristics and I've.
rectified a lot of them. Obvious_jly, addiction’is very huge and has to be number one. My
sobriety has to be tl;c ;1uh1t;er' one thing in my life. 1t's a day-to-day procesé. I'm an
addict, ma'am. .The only time I'll be recovered is when I pass away. I have to stay

disciplined. | can't get complacent with that. Complacency is opening a window to use

again, [used for a lot of years. A lot of years I had the shame and the guilt, what I did.

" It's a process, ma'am. [ have to stay disciplined. It's not easy.. I'd like to continue

treatment. I've done everything I can in here with the treatment that's available and I

. 1
.,

continue to work on it, "
1 :.'.I e

How long are you clean now?

Since 2015. That was my Jast dirty urine. 1 haven't used since then, It's a process.

You're looking at four years afier about twenty-one years of using in here?

I'm glad you're making ﬁrogress.
Thank you.
I have your COMPAS Risk Assessment. You have pretty nice scores, low risk and low
need in all categories. I have to say I disagreed on the reentry substance abuse. You
scored as unlikely with a two. After decades of using here that didn't give me confidence
in the low risk levels that you achieved.

Your case p]a;f!l:‘,- you 5;1.\re a really nice case plan. You have a lot of goals and

tasks here related to p'ersonal development, recovefy from substance abuse, studies,

DURR COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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education, a lot of things on here that | thought were really worthy tasks. 1 hope you're
working on everything here. Some of these iook_ like they've been completed and some of
them ongoing, a good case plan.

Thank you. |

I have read through the packet that you have submitted. We've all been looking through
the packet. We're sharing it. There are a lot of materials. The first letter was from
I vvm“lllll'lllj” :

That's my sister. -

A good letter of support frorﬁ her. 1 read through the personal statement that I'm glad you
put together in which you have certainly expressed your remorse for this crime. You
have a‘relapse prevention plan with a long list of tasks to help you stay clean. This is
good that you put thought into this. Thave an NA meeting list. That's yéur preferred ‘

fellowship?

“Yes.

I have certificates for your attendance in NA and a variety of other programs: Drug Alert,

Merle Cooper and more. [ also have a strong letter here from your parents, who
characterize your crime as a pa;'ent’é .worst nightmare. I'm sure your own family was also
devastated by this CI‘]B’)C e

Yes, they were.

Are your parents still in the Buffalo area?

They live in ||| o V.- outside of Buffalo.

That wbuld qualify as}still being in the Buffalo area. I'm not from Buffalo. To me that's
near Buffalo. Well, they have stood by you for twenty-five years. If you were rcleased

would you live with them? '

No. Iwould live with my wife.

DURR COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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Q

That's right. You got married last year, We have a letter from her as well. What was

your wife's name?

N

"What does she do for work?

She's a case manager, social worker.

How long };ave you known her for?

Since 2009.

How did you meet her in 20097

She was a friend of my stepdaughter, my ex-stepdaughter. She worked at her group
home, 1 used to be in contact with her finding out how my stepdaughter was doing,

A friend of your ex-wife's daughter? “

My ex-wife's daughter,

So, what would you dé if you were released? Tell me.

First and foremost is.lr;lyjsobr:ilety because without that there's really no sense in me going
home, ma'am. | have to stay sober. That's the number one thing. I have to find out
where my NA meetings would be 1f I was released. Obviously, I've been locked up for
twenty-five years. There is no catching up. 1 would just hope to live life as a normal
forty-three year old. I.'d do some type of \'rocational training. I don't have any grand-
illusions I'm going to be the next Bill Gates or anything. I'll lead a law-abiding life,
continue to work on myself.- |

What kind of work or profession are you interested in?

Maybe some construction, laboring. I've learned how to cut hair, I've done a litile bit of

everything. Itook a course in victim advocacy out of Adams State College in Colorado.

Ibecame a certified Vjéfim"s advocate so I could work at some type of hotline prevention,

3

talk to young kids.
DURR COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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I © Sa it sounds like you have a variety of skills and interests,
2 A Yes.
3 0 Did you ever do any college in the twenty-five years‘.;
4 A _ Just that vict}m‘s advocacy course, about three or.four c}edits; That was it.

5 0© Adams College?

6 A, Yeah, in Colorado.
7 o ~ Ttlooks like you got here after the college programs were' terminated?
' § A Yes.
9 Q Althéng]l there are some college programs that did remain.
1.0 A T was at Auburn at tht:é:ti;mez.. éomell was over at Auburn. But I signed my letter of intent
11 to go to Merle Cooper so | WF;IS never able to take advantage of that. 1 wentto Merle
12 Cooper instead.
13 © Merle Cooper was a great program. So what would be your plan if you were denied?
14 What would you do? g
15 A Continue to work on my.self ‘and staying sober. That's the my biggest thing, sobriety. |
16 have to take it one day at a time and just continue working on myself, continue -
17 sﬁ‘eng‘thening the bonds of my family. I'm finally closer to them after all these years.
| 18 That's it. Try to take another vocation, prepare myselfif I'm allowed to return back to
19 society. Just continue to grow as a person and cha_nge.
20 COMM. AGOSTINI: I'm going to ask my ;ollea_gues if they have any questions
21 for you. Commission-:c.:r bob;ﬁ}ﬁla?

72 BY COMM; COPPOLA:

23 Q Sir, you mentioned that when you were.on the porch, you went in, you heard the
24 commotion. Commissioner Agostini had discussed this with you so I won't get into this
25 ot great length but I'm still struggling with why you did not flee immediately, You saw

DURR COURT REPORTING (315) 735-7429
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] somebody downstairs on the ground, obviously dead, stabbed wounded. Then you went

2 upstairs, you saw some more violent activity. It's only your word that says you left right

3 after that point. Iread the sentencing minutes. It seemed pretty clear and Judge D'Amico

4 put it on the record. There's a difference between your sentence and your cousin's but it

5 really is a little unclear why you hung around. You hung around long enough to see what

6 was going on. I get the whole point you didn't run out and call the cops, it's not what

7 people do in their crlmmal thmkmg ways. At the end of the day to portray yourselfas: [ T
8 was just a scared youhg buy f- but yet you saw all that carnage and you did not. Teave once

9 you saw him on the ground. You nudged him. You did not leave. You went upstairs.
10 You stayed for at feast minutes. How can you explain fhat, curiosity? Were you still
11 looking to see what you guys could get?

12 A No. Thad se- laying on the floor. Ididn't know he was dead, sir. I_just seen

13 him, blood on the carpet, blood on the floor.

14 Q ‘But'any normal pers.on if you were that scared_, as you say, you would have left right then.
15 & There's no excuse why I didn't leave. [ didn't want to leave my cousin. | was a follower.
16 I didn't want to let him down because I thought he was, you know, he was the coolest

17 thing. That's how [ felt, my loyalty to him. I didn't want to let him down. I really cared
18 ‘ about what he thought of mé, like -own.

19 Q When did you change your thoughts on caring about what he thought, when you went to
20 | court and you testified against him so you could get a lighter sentence?

21 A ‘No. [ didn't even know there was a third victim_until I seen it on TV while |
22 was at work. I didn't know there was three.

23 Q You did testify as to what happened, which was a result of part of his sentence, right?
24 A ' Yes. |

25 @ So at that point you decided you didn't need to look up to him anymore?

DURR COURT REPORTING {313) 735-7429%
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When I found out that --  didn't really know that he murdered those individuals 'til | seen
iton TV, To that point when we left that house I was done with him. Ieven told my
parents ahead of time what happened.

How long did it take before either of you were arrested?

About three days/four days.

Did somebody come to your house? Did they find you in the street?

Officers came to my house.

Did you admit that you participated in that?

Yes, 1 did. 1talked to my parents before they came, my mother and my father. We were

getting ready to go to the pollee station, which they testified to. The officers were nght
¥ K

there. 1told them exactly whatl happened.

Skipping to your instiﬁutional recor"d,f Commissioner Agostini pointed out your lengthy

history of drug use while incarcerated up until 2015. You had said, and I read it in your

letter, that your substance abuse continued because you're dealing with the guilt and the

shame. One thing you didn't say though in there, which I thought was a little interesting

that you didn't at least discuss it or admit it, is it was also your way of escaping the reality

that you're in prison. You don't know when you're going to go home, if ever.

‘That's true, sir.

It's questionable as to whether it's the guilt or shame that drives your substance abuse or

part of it is your little bit of escape from the realities of where you are.

Yeah. It'sa combinatf:ori- bfﬁeﬁerything, sir, C:‘em'ing to prison at such a young age, to be
sentenced to twenty-five to life, I never thought I'd .be here in front of you.
COMM. COPPOLA: T understand. That's why we gencrally see the first, maybe,

ten years of a person's time of incarceration -- she touched upon this as well -- then as you

become older and yoﬁ:see that there are other older people that have horrible crimes that
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] get rcleased eventually. Btlt they have to demonstrate it, that tapers off tremendously
2 toward the second half or the later parts of their sentence or as they get a lot older. It
3 always causes that little bit of a question, if you will, when it's still hap];ening this late in
4 the sentence. That's why we diséuss these th'ings.\
5 All right. Thank you for your answers.
6 ’ 1"ﬁE INMATE: Being an addict, Mr. Coppola, it's not easy. I got really involved
7 with drugs. I've had one dirty urine in the last fourteen/fifteen -- I struggled with that, | ]
8 attend AA meetings. 1 read my literature every day. Getting caught up with drugs wasn't
9 fthe wisest thing. Like you said, 1 did try to escape reality, the guilt and shame of being in
10 prison, for me being a kid. [ made a lot of really bad decisions that night, really bad
I decisions. .Because of that three innocent men wer.e brutally murdered. 1 can never make
12 am@:nds. for that, Mr. Coppolai. There's no saying: I'm sorry. AllIcan do is'continue to
13 work on myself and using drugs v\;afs a big thing for me. 1didn't want to deal with the fact
14 ~ that I'was in prison. I didn't want to deal with the fact of all the pain I caused the victims
15 and the victims' family: _ I can't go back to that.
16 COMM. COPPOLA: Iunderstand. Thank you.
17 _ THE INMATE: 1 struggle. Do 1 deserve anything? No. 1just want fo continue
18 ~ tobeabetter person. I've been in prison for twenty-five years, you know._
o _]ilfey dl'dn't have twenty-five years left because of my actions,
20 They didn't deserve that. ‘Nobody deserves that. I can call my family. Their family can't
21 call them. They're not here anymore because of my actions. | deal with it and chose to
22 use drugs.
23 COMM. COPPOLA: Thank you.
24 COMM. AGOSTINL: 'i“liank you, Commissioner.
25 i ! do want to hear from Commissioner Drake but [ do want to remark
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while this is fresh in my mind. You talked about poor judgment that you exercised when

2 you were younger. Part of what I'm looking for today is whether your judgment has
3 improved in the twenty-five years now that you're not a kid anymore. There are clearly,
4 ~ with your use, still tirr;;est which you have exercised poor judgment, So you may be an
5 addict but it is something people do recover from, 1'm glad that you're working on it.
6 Being an addict does not mean you're doomed for the rest of yourlife. And a twenty-five
7 B to life sentcncezoes not mean life without Parole eit.h_er. But it do_es require that you N
8 exhibit the characteristics necessary to be considered for reipase, among those would
9 certainly bée sobriety.
10 I'd like to ask qunm_is’sioner Drake if she has any ask questions for you.
1 COMM. DRAKE: 1 do.
12 BY COMM. DRAKE: :
13 0 - we've talked af length about y(;ur drug use in the facility. I'm goingto ask a
14 couple other questions rqlate"d:;to that. First, what was your drug of choice?
15 & Marijuana, when [ got I(;ckeli up. I eventually tried other drugs. I tried heroin. I used
16 heroin for a while, Suboxone. You know?
17 7 Q No, 1 don't.. Please continue.
18 A Those were my three. My first experience was strictly marijuana. When that didn't work
19 anymore, ma'am, | graduated to stronger drugs: Heroin, Suboxoﬁe. That's what |
20 struggle with today. I take it one day at a time.
21 Q Which one caught yolﬁ’ the worst, the heroin?
Cop
22 A Heroin.
23 Q Let me ask you: You have several drug use tickets as we've outlined before. Were any of
24 those for heroin use?
25 A No, just the one. My is‘ixth dﬁil‘ty urine was for heroin use. It was heroin and marijuana.
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My first five were strictly marijuana.

What was the last one?

My seventh dirty urixf‘é.iﬁ Jé{f}}iary in 2015 Was for Suboxone.

[ have your letter here that y9u've written to us. It says here: By using drugs I took the

cowardly way out. The addictive cycle I was caught in continued on for many years.

You put here the years 1995 to 2011; is that right?

[ 2

Correct.
Until I chose to participate in the Merle Cooper program. So when you were in the Merle

Cooper program how long were you clean then?

The whole time I was there.

‘How long was that?

Three and a half years, from April 21st, 2011 'til October 2014,

What happened that you relapsed?

Besides the closure o% ‘thi”e ;;I:ié?%ram,'which was a sad thing, me and my ex-wife got a
divorce. 1lost my grandfathé}". My coping mechanisms weren't as good as | thought they
weré._ I got complacent. I thought I had the recovery beat. You can never beat recovery.
I have to stay disciplined. For me I have to take it day by day. That's what I've learned., |

3

You also go on to say: P_artic;ipating in this program [ came to the realization that 1 was
not a good person. -It says: I had a lot of negative characteristics. Do you still ascribe to
that today? Is that something you still consider aboqt yourself?

[ still have negative characteristics. It's an ongoing process I continue to work on. I work
on it a lot and I still have a lot to work on. My main one, as you know, is my sobriety. 1
have to stay sober. | formed a lot of bad behaviors and patterns due to my addiction,

using drugs. I turned off my emotions for many years. I wasn't a social person. 1didn't

. Cob T : .
want to face everythigg that T'did until I became sober and I had no choice but to face it.
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The Merle Cooper_prégfém';églly -- for many years I didn't think T was an addict until 1
started doing twelve step classes. 1 realizedltliey were talking about me, an addict. 1 had
the stereotype of what an addict was. I never Jooked at myself as an addict, I lookea at
myself'as a person who used drugs but T am an addict. I do have that disease of addiction.
I have to stay busy with my sobriety and recovery.

You told the Commissioners that you had some other things -- and I appreciate

Commissioner Coppola asking you about some of those things in terms of your triggers.
One of the things that you did not exp;"ess, which I have in yoﬁr relapse prevention plan,
you state here that you're aware that your biggest trigger is boredom. That you did not
mention here.

Yes. My biggest trigger:’is béredom. I need to stay busy, whether it's working, studying
something. I need to stay busy One of my biggest friggers is boredom.

That isjthe biggest one but not the guilt or the shame or looking at yourself as a bad

person, none of that?

No. Boredom leads to that because then I start thinking about what I've done. Then |

start feeling sorry for my victims, the guilt comes again. 1 like to stay busy.

. I'm just trying to get an understanding of if you are aware of all those triggers. Because

‘'you've had such a history of relapsing after you took the program and things of that

nature. | need to understand from you that you have some sort of idea. And I do
congratulate you on your current term of incarceration. Yqu're absolutely right, you;re
going to have to take that one day at a time but you also need to understand continuing on
the path of addiction ?oi}l'réi-gpilng to lose everything, 'You know? [ also appreciate wf'lat.
Commissioner Agostini -said"," you do have the possibility of Parole sol you have to'give

yourself that hope, right? I don't like to say that we have bad people. You have people

‘that do some bad things. Idon't believe in inherent badness. So you have to, kind of,
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1 take a look at the positive things and continue to build on that, to bring that level of
2 esteem up so it can be congruent with your sobriety. Does that make sense to you?
3 A Yes, it makes sense,'n}{é';m, ” ‘
4 COMM. DRAKE: That's all T have. :l“hank ;/ou very much,.’_
5 COMM. AGOSTINI: Thank you, Commissioner Drake.

6 BY COMM. AGOSTINI CONTINQED:

B

70 -'ﬂiiﬁkve'\/"e_éﬁéi'éd ‘alotof ground here today,” It:i's"-‘s':'létter that — — = — 7 —

8 referred to a five-step program, She says you've been clean more than ten years so you
9 " may want to inform her a little bit more accurately along those lines,

10 » Yes.

11 ©Q More importantly, and I'm not an expert on the twelve-step program, but I do know that
12 in order to stay clean or sober, as you refer to it, it entails working a variety of principles
13 in those steps. You'ré not going to be able to white knuckle it and stay clean on

14 willpower. You may.‘f\;/;nt t.OZ_t:é.ke an inventory there and see if there's something you've.
15 been missing or several elements you've been missing that might help you to stay clean
16 this time.

17 For the record I did want to say that you are convicted of six counts of murder

18 second, four counts of burglary one and four counts of robbery one. While I'm glad that
19 you were forthcoming at the time I'm not quite clear why you took it to trial at that point.
20 But it was arrived at by verdict in Erie County.

21 Is there anything else you want to let us know before this interview comes to an
22 end?

23 A I'd just like to reiterate again, [ can't say how sorry [ am for what I've’done. Iam an

24 addict. That's going 'éof' be an ongoing process for the rest of my I’ife.‘ You never recover
25 until you pass away. }lﬁ's’:.a tia)i By day thing. Thope to be in recovery twenty-five/thirty
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years down the line and say 1 still have my clean date, It's a constant battle for me. I'm

2 changing as a person. ['ve been in prison a long time. [ picked up a lot of bad behaviors.
*3 But I'm still alive and my victims aren't. There's no going back and changing that. 1
4 know the families still deal With that to this day. There's not enough sorrys in the world
5 to change that, ma'am, All1can do is continue to be a better person.
6 The reason why I took it to trial, ma'am, they never offered me anything to plead
7 T 7 guiltyto. ['would ha*:}ié:i-'il'wﬁs; forthcoming~1 told themeverything they wanted to know: —
8 I'm responsible for that, Tma‘a&n. :'I could have did somethiné to change that and 1 didn't.
9 You know?
10 COMM. AGOSTINL: Thank you for explaining that and I appreciéte that. The
11 recovery d;eﬁnitely starts long before you die. That's what‘you need to keep working on.
12 With that I thank you for thelJ interview, the amount of materials you put together today.
13 My colleagues and 1, we will deliberate and you'll get a decision in writing from us in a
14 few days. Okay?
15 THE INMATE: Thank you for your time,
16 COMM. AGOSTINI: Thank you.
17 HEARING CQ}‘;ICL’UDED
3
19
20
21
22 '
23
24
25
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1 ~ DECISION
2 (After due deliberation by the Parole Board Panel, the following Decision was rendered.)
3 Denied. Twenty-four months. Next appearance December 2020.
4 Having carefully re\{icw.ed your overall record, personal interview and delibe_ration this

5  Panel has determined your discretionary release at this time is not appropriate.

) Your instant offense involved the brutal stabbing of three elderly men, one of whom was

7 amember of your family. You went with your cousin allegedly to burglarize the home that they
8  shared an“‘d purportedly your cousin killed them with repeated stabbings. You were
9 eighteen years old at the time and on‘_probation. The pain, fear and sadness in which each of
10 these men died is unfathomable, Yéu expressed significant remorse for your crime during the
11 interview.
12 Under custody you have excelled in programs, completing required programs &;nd
13 multiple voluntary programs, including the intensive PASS program, victim advc)‘cacy, Merle
14 Cooper program and recovery programs among others. Your disciplinary record has beenrless
15  than satisfactory with numerbus. dru"gjuse tickets over the years with your last being in 2015, |
16 Your COMPAS Risk Assessieit séd"rés yoﬁ as a low risk in all categoriers, including substance
17 abuse which this Panel departs from giveni'your. repeated drug use in prison. You have a
18  thorough case plan and are encouraged to pursue your stated goals. Your sentencing minut;:s
19  have béen carefully_re;fiewed and considered along with your plans for your future, your
20  substantial Parole packet and nimerous letters of support from your parents and other fami.ly
21 members. |
22 However, release shall not be granted merely as__él reward for good conduct or efficient
23  performance of duties while confined. In spite of your low risk scores it is the opinion of this
24  Panel that your release at this time would so deprecate your offense as to undermine respect for

25  the law. You are, approximately, foni/-three years of age: You are encouraged to continue
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making progress in your recovery and personal development to stay clean and to avoid further

—

2 misbehavior reports.

(All Commissioners concur.)
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1 CERTIFICATION
2
3 1, _ Court Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of New York,

4 do hereby certify that I attended the foregoing prolceedings,.t'ook stenographic notes of the same,
5  that the foregoing, consisting of 24 pages, is a true and correct copy of same and the whole

6  thereof.

8  Dated: January 17,2019
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