Fordham Law School

FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History

Parole Interview Transcripts and Decisions Parole Information Project

February 2022

Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000100 (2019-09-03)

Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans

Recommended Citation

"Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000100 (2019-09-03)" (2022). Parole Information Project
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans/156

This Parole Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Parole Information Project at FLASH: The

Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History. It has been accepted for inclusion in Parole Interview Transcripts
and Decisions by an authorized administrator of FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History. For
more information, please contact tmelnick@law.fordham.edu.


https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/nys_parole_dd
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans?utm_source=ir.lawnet.fordham.edu%2Ftrans%2F156&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans/156?utm_source=ir.lawnet.fordham.edu%2Ftrans%2F156&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:tmelnick@law.fordham.edu

[FTLED__NEW YORK COUNTY CLERK 107 25/ 2020 03: 34 PV | NoEX MO

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 5 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 10/ 25/ 2020

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

FUSL000100

NYS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
AND COMMUNITY SUPERVISION
BOARD OF PAROLE

‘****************‘k****************************************

Parole Board Interview
In the Matter
..O'f_
I

DIN # I
NYSID # I

*******************************************************_**

TYPE OF INTERVIEW: Reappear

HELD AT; Video-conferenced to NYS DOCCS
314 West 40th Street
New York, New York

DATE: September 3, 2019
DECISION DATE: September 3, 2019
BEFORE: COMMISSIONER ALEXANDER

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES

ALSO PRESENT: E. BROWN, ORC
S. SWINT, APA

VERBATIM REPORTER: Christina M. Wolcott




(FTCED._NEW YORK_COUNTY _CLERK 107 257 2020 03: 34 PM | NDEX NO. -

NYSCET DOC. NO. 5 RECEI VER NYSCEE: 10/ 25/ 2020
o B - Ol AN \YSID /2
1 BY COMMISSIONER ALEXANDER:
2 Q. Good afternoon.
3 A, Gopd afternoon.
4 @. Could you state your name, please.
5 A, I
6 Q. I ny name is Commissioner Alexander. I'm.
7 joined by.Commissioner Demosthenes;
8 COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: Good
9 afternoon.
10 Q. We're going to see if we can fix that. Hold on one
11 second.
12 (Discussion off the record.)
13 BY COMMISSIONER ALEXANDER:
14 Q. okay. I .this is a reappearance for you,
15 correct?
16 A. Correct.
17 Q. We're going to Took at the crime, we're going to look
18 at your progress in prison and we're going to 1ook at
19 your packet, as well as your release plans, and we're
20 going to apply the statutory criteria and come up with a
21 decision, okay?
22 A. Okay.
23 Q. The interview is important and we'll discuss all
24 these issues. Now, my records indicate that this case
25 was decided by verdict in Ontario County, 1is that
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1 correct?
2 A.. Yes, ma'am.
3 Q. Okay. Were you ever given a plea offer?
4 A, Not that I remember.
5 Q. Okéy. And do you remember hoW,Tong the trial was?
6 A. I believe it was three dayé.
7 Q. Okay. And did you testify?
8 A. I did not.
9 Q. But there was testimony presented, I assume, by the
10 police or the mother or other people?
11 A. Yes, there was.
12 Q. Okay. And how Tong have you been in prison now?
13 A. Since 1995, 24 years.
14 Q. Okay. And you were given a sentence of 21 years to'
15 Tife on the murder, 7 t0.21 on the manslaughter, and
16 you're serving those concurrently, correct?
17 A. Yes, ma'anm,
18 Q. Now, the crime involved you, it says, striking a two
19 year old with your fist and stomping and Kicking him, is
20 that correct? |
21 A. That's correct.
22 Q. How did you know IIIINGN’
23 A, He.was the son of the boy friend that I had at the
24 time. |
25 Q. How long had you been with his father?
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1 A, A Very short time, approximately eight months.
2 Q Eight months. And did this happen at your house?
3 A, It did.
4 Q Okéy. And did you have any children in the house at
5 the same time?
6 A. Yes, my two daughters.
7 Q. Yoﬁr two daughters; and how old were they?
8 A. They were seven and almost three at the time.
9 Q. Seven and three. And was BB slecping in the
10 same foOm as your daughters?
11 A. With one of them and my younger daughter was with me.
12 Q. So he slept in the same room with the seven year old?
13 A, Yes} ma'am.
14 Q. And his dad, Il . was he around at the time?
15 A Noi, he was working.
16 Q. He was working. Were you -- did you take care of
17 B frcquently?
18 A. No. He didn't éome to visit us vefy often and 1
19 never knew when he was going to come over. There was no
20 regularity, so I'd only seen him maybe three times prior
21 to this,
22 Q. Only three times?
23 A. Possibly.
24 Q. Had you ever hit him prior to this time?
A

25

No, ma'anm.
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Q. So, in your recollection, NN vas never bruised
or suffered any injuries prior to that night?

No} ma'am.

Now, what time did he arrive?

I'm sorry?

Do you know what time he arrived on January 13th?

I believe it was the early evening. |

Okay. And when did M go to work?

> 2 » 2 > 2 »

He would have had to be there,'I think it was 11:00
or 12:00 at night, so he was only there for a short
while after.

Q. Okay. ©So he arrived early evehing. How far away was
work? I mean so it sounds Tike he would have been
around for a while, right?

A. Yes. A few hours he would havé been -- I'm pretty
sure he took a nap beforehand. The company was only
about 35 minutes away.

Q. Okay. And did | 0o to sleep that night
without any probiem?

A. He did.

Q. Do you know if he was sick?

A. His father described him as having a stomach virus
when he arrived.

Q. Did that make you angry that he brought him over when

he was sick?
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A. It was upsetting to me because we had planned a trip

the next day to see my grandparents and they were

elderly and I didn't want to take anything to them, you

know, -cold wise, or -- my youngest daughter had just
gotten over a cold and Pink Eye herself, so I thought we
would be okay for the next day and then I 2rrived
and he wasn't well.

Q. So were you angry?

A. I wouldn't call it anger at that time. It was
disappointment. I didn't think -- we had to figure out
whether we'd be able to make the trip the next day.

Q. Okay. [Is there any reason in any other materials you
think that it said you were angry?

A. 1 believe when the incident happened I was angry. It
wasn't, you know, prior.

Q. So what happened? It says that you struck him with
your fist, you went into the bedroom, what happened?

A. There was -- I don;t know what time it was, something
woke me up. I got up to go see what it could have been 
I went to go into the bedroom and the door was blocked.
Q. What do you mean the door was blocked?

A, W611, I didn't know -- at the time we had recentiy
moved into that apartment and there were boxes and
things we hadn't put away yet, unpacked, and I believe

that Was what was behind the door. I don't know. I
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1 pushed the door open, I was suddenly upset about it and

2 I fell. When I fell, I Tanded on HEEEEEEM. 1 didn't

3 realize it at the time, though, it was dark and I became

4 “upset.

5 Q. Why were you upset?

6 A. At the time it was -- I believe a cuimination of

7 everything I was dealing with in my 1ife at that moment.

8 It just suddenly came over me. I felt Tike that

9 | everything was wrong at the time ahd I was hitting

10 B 1 fell and hit him and when I realized it was

11 him, I stopped.

12 Q. So you fell and you started hifting him, not knowing

13 you were hitting him? I'm confused.

14 A. I didn't know he was there. The boxes and things

15 that had been in the room were moved all around. I

16 don't know in the moment if I thought I was hitting the

17 things in frustration or what; but_it turned out to be

18 | wa’s there.

19 Q. Well, did he start crying?

20 A. No.

21 Q. He didn't cry at all?

22 A He did hot; he didn't cry at all. I realized what I

23 was doing and stopped and I picked him up and he Tooked

24 at me and I looked at him and I Taid him back on the bed

25 but he didn't cry.
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1 @. What was your daughter doing, did she wake up?
2 A, Shé was on the -- there were bunk beds in the room,
3 she was on the top, she did wake up. She asked what I
4 was doing, I told her, "Nothing; go back to sleep," and
5 I 1eff the room.
6 Q. Do you know what time that was?
7 A, I don't, |
8 Q. Okéy. So you think it was after 11:00 o'clock
9 because that's when |} went to work, right?
10 A. Yes, ma'am, it had to be. It had to be. He wasn't
11 there.
12 Q. So what time did you wake up in the morning?
13 A, I'ﬁ not sure. It would have been very early, though.
14 The children wefe always up ear]y;.T:OO.
15 Q. 7:00 in the morning?
16 A, It couldn't be past 8:00 a.m. They never slept that
17 late.
18- Q. So between the' time you said you fell on | and
19 punched him, did you go back in the room-and check?
20 A. I did not. |
21 Q. Why not? _
22 A. I don't know. I couldn't believe that this happened;
23 nothing.11ke that had ever happened to me before, and I
24 wanted to believe everything.was okay, that it wasn't
25 really as bad as it was.



(FTCED._NEW YORK_COUNTY CLERK 107 25/ 2020 03: 34 PM I NDEX NO. - I

' ) RECEI VED NYSCEF: 10/ 25/ 2020
NYSCE{_: Doc. N5 FUSL000100

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

| - DIN # I NYSID #I 9

Q. So when did you see | next?

A. In the morning, when all the children seem to kind of
wake up at the same time, he seemed fine. He seemed the
same as he was the night before and I convinced myself
that he was okay.

Q. Did he say anything?

A. No, nothing out of the ordinary.

Q. Well, a two year old -- I'm not sure -- was he
talking? Some two year olds talk, some don't.

A, Very little. He didn't want to have any breakfast
and when he did have'a drink, he vomited, but he had
been 111 the night before as well, so I just --

Q. When did I get back?

A. He would have came in the early morning hours. I
don't remember exactly, but I didn't say anything to hih

that this had happened.

Q. Okay. So you never said anything to |l that there

was -- that you punched or fell on | the night
before?

A. No.

Q. When did NN die?

A. That -- that would have been Saturday morning when I
Tast saw him. I believe it was Saturday night. They

1eft and I wasn't there.

Q. When did I 2nd I 'cave your house?
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1 A. Early in the mérning, maybe 9:00, 10:00 o'clock-ish,
2 Q. What happened to the trip to your grandparents?
3 A. Well, we didn't go. They left; -‘was taking
4 I back home to his mother. We had had an
5 argument. We were talking of end1ng our re]ationship,'
6 and we decided that we would cancel the trip and meet
7 back at the house later in the day to talk about it.
8 Q. A11 right. You've presented quite a big packét of
9 material here. You've done a lot of good things in
10 there, correct?
11 A. Yes. Yes, ma'an.
12 COMMISSIONER ALEXANDER: We're going
13 to go on mute one second. I'm going to ask staff if
14 they can get rid of that noise in the background. .I
15 want to make sure you have a full and fair
16 interview.
17 BY COMMISSIONER ALEXANDER:
18 Q. So we were about to talk about your parole packet,
19 right?
20 A. Yeé, ma'am.
21 Q. Now, why did you put this together?
22 A. Well, I worked with a group who -- my understanding,
23 it waé a preparation for this meetﬁng, this interview,
24 and that's how they put it all together.

25 Q. Okay. So the Morningside Heights Legal Services,
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1 ~ Inc. How did you get involved with them?

2 A. I have friends here in the area who recommended them

3 and they came here and I met them and we've been working

4 together since January of this yeaf.

5 Q. Okay. And I see that you have written the apology

6 bank?

7 A, Yes, ma'an.

8 Q. Why did you do that?

9 A; Well, I never knew about it before and I've never

10 been able to contact | s parents, and so I

11 thought that this was the absolute best way that I could

12 to express my grief over what I've done to thenm.

13 Q. Okay. And so I've read parts of it. How hard was

14 that to write? | |

15 A. Well, it took a few months énd_I-changed it several’

16 times, but after I seemed to find what I wanted to say,

17 it was easier because I didn't get to say anything that

18 night -in the courtroom; and -- so I was glad to be able

19 to, even.if they never read it, try to say something to

20 them.

21 Q. So what do you think you‘shou1d have done differently

22 that night?

23 A. Well, I should have done absolutely everything

24 different. And when I felt I should have called an

25 ambulance, I should have done something immediately or
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1 - taken him myself to the hospital because I didn't know
2 how bad it could have been, but I was only thinking
3 about myself in that moment, that I didn't want anybody
4 to know.
5 Q. What didn't you want them to know, that you had
6 fallen?
7 A. That -- well, no, not that I -- that I had acted in
8 anger -against this child, that it had never happened
9 before. I didn't know what had happened to me as I was
10 ‘thinking all these parts of my 1ife that everything was
1 wrong ‘and I just wish that I had changed that because if
12 the doctors had known, if his parents had known, maybe
13 what had happened, where his injuries might have been,
14 they may have been able to save him and I would
15 - absolutely had said something, regardless of the end
16 re§u1t, and it would have been better than N
17 having passed. |
18 Q. What do you think is the most important thing you
19 have been abhle to accomplish in prison?
20 A. I think that because I couldn't admit in the early .
21 earliest time of this tragedy, earliest years of my |
22 incarceration and after that, I couldn't admit that I
23 was the one that was responsible for it, that I had
24 talked myself into believing it was anything else than.

25 that fall and my actions toward him after. So, as I
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found -different programs and different people, it helped
me to figure.out what was going on with me at that time
and then I was able to accept this responsibility, I.was
able to move forward and learn how that I could never
have this happen again, and that was T1ike a turning
point for me. And I just understood myself in a whole
new way that, you know, to never let your feelings
bottle up and to never let situations get out of control
like that, the way I had at that time.

Q. Okay. Now, you've done a lot of education, right?
A. Yes, ma'am,.

@. What was your level of education when you came into
prison? |
A. I had a high school diploma,

Q. Okay. And I see that you got a Bachelor's of Art
Degreé in Sociology. Why did you think it was 1mportanf
to study sociology?

A. Well, that's what they offered, but that also became
my paésion. As I ]earned‘more about the sociology and
psychology that come together, I've Tearned about myself
and how people react to each other and it just helped me
in my.-- every way in my life.

Q. And it looks Tike you've done a lot of programming,
done a lot of sort of -- not even_the required

programming, but the extra sort of'programming
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throughout your 25 years, right?

A. Right. Yeah.

Q. Is there something else, besides the education, thaf
you believe has had the biggest impact on you?

A. It was -- it's absolutely the ART program and the AVP
progrém, which both relate to how to handle anger and
different kind of -- any different number of situat{ons
and the AVP -- actually, I can do those groups when I go
home;‘they‘re valuable. |

Q. Now, there are a number of letters of support from
people; some are, I believe, professors of yours --

A. Yes.

. -- other people in prison. Why do you think it's
important to gather all these letters before seeing us
today?

A. Well, my professors were the ones who had the most
impact on me personally, as far as not just my school
work,.but as I learned that I can do the work, they
became mentors to me in many ways. I became aware that

I could do this work, that I could contribute to a

~c¢lassroom and they were the ones that were there with me

more than anyone, worked at the programming in addition
to gojng to college, so they were my direct people that
I was in contact with.

@. Okay. Now, in terms of your family and your plans,
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if you were released, where would you live and how would
you support yourself?

A. Well, my plan is that I'd like to live in this area
of New York, as opposed to where my family 1is mostly in
Rochester. 1I'd like to stay here.‘ I have a very strong
support system here with the people that I've met
through the college and throﬂgh their various jobs, and
I'm very interested in the Hope House that wrote a
tetter for me. What they're doing seems to be
extraordinary, and I'd 1ike to be apart of it in some
way .

Q. What does the Hope House do?

A. Well, they have a -- it's a very small house and they
offer it to, I think, approximately ten women and they
are very involved in empowerment and building one's
confidence and helping one, after they've been
incarcerated, make a good transition and become a
productive member of whatever community they go into.
And I met the director of-the program and she was so
enthusiastic and impressive that I thought that's what
I'd 1Tike to do one day. I thought if I‘cou1d be apart
of that and Tearn from her, it Wou]d add to the
experiences that I've gotten here.

Q. You would Tive there as well?

A. Yes, ma'anm.
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1 Q. I do have some other documents; I have your COMPAS
2 risk assessment. We do use the COMPAS as a tool to see
3 what your needs might be out in the community if you
4 were released. Your scores are all low. I'm not having
5 any needs out in the community, so that's a positive
6 document, I also have reviewed your case plan; that
7 goes over your goa1s in the community and it says that/
8 clearly, you've been working with the Osbérne, Columbia
9 Law University for this packet, correct?

10 A, Yes, ma'am.

11 Q. You want to work to enhance your future employment,
12 work towards, you know, appealing old parole board

13 decisions, I guess. So we make note of these goals. I
14 have had an opportunity also to read your sentencing

15 minutes that happened after trial?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. And that had to be a harsh day, right, for you?

18 A. Yes, ma'am. |

19 Q. The judge said some difficult things, there were

20 bruises on his body, they talked about blows to his

21 abdomen, the Court listened and then said some difficult
22 things. They said all the evidence at trial

23 demonstrated that | vwas a2 happy 1ittle guy. The
24 judge said you kneed him, punched him very hard, shook
25 him, stomped him in the abdomen area. He was
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1 defenseless, vulnerable, scared. You left the room
2 after covering him up. You severed the small 1ntest1ner
3 It soﬁnds like it was perhaps a 1ittle more violent thén
4 what you told me about. I'm not sure. I wasn't there,
5 right?
6 A. Yeé, ma'am,
7 Q. It says that your daughter asked what happened to
8 B, she was in the room, is that true?
9 A. Yes, she asked me what I was dbing.
10 Q. It said Tater that morning you had sex with the
11 chi]d{s father while this 1ittle two year old's 1ife was
12 in the balance. He couldn't keep his food down, he was
13 vomiting, and they said there was one person who knew
14 what he was suffering from and that was you, that you
16 had complete disregard for his 11fé and well-being. Do
16 .yoﬁ think the judge got it right?
17 . A. I do. I think that what he said was truthful, as far
18 as it was to hear that, and then that's where I just
EQ can't apologize enough for everything I did was wrong.
20 There is some things there that I know that was said 16
21 that report that I don't remember. I don't dispute
22 them, I take responsibility, this is my fault, and I
23 did have his 1ife in my hands and I did not think and
24 that's what will torment me forever. I have children of
25 my own, I'm a mother, I knew better, and I just only
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thought of myself in that moment and it was the worst
thing'I‘ve ever done. And the --

Q. Go ahead. I'm sorry.

A. And the judge said what he had to say because it was
the truth.

Q. Okay. I'm going to ask Commiséioner Demosthenes 1if
she has any questions.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: Just a
1ittle clarification. How 1oﬁg had you been dating
B's father? |

THE INMATE: I believe it was
approximately eight months.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: Eight
months. So it was basically a new relationship for
you, correct?

| THE INMATE: Yes. Yes,

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES; And he
would visit or was he residing there from the onset
of the relationship?

‘ THE INMATE: He lived with me there.
I was recently divorced and I Tived {n the house
with my husband and |l moved in there with me;
that was for a very'short time and then we got this
apartment together where we were that night.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: And at the
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time you were aware that he was in another

relationship, a previous relationship, and that he
had a small son, correct?

THE INMATE: Yes, ma'am.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: And you
mentioned that you met the child on very few
occasions, about three?

THE INMATE: Very few; three is
approximate,.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: Three,
approximately. When the chi%d would come over,
would the father leave the apartment or the house or
wherever you resided, or would he remain in the
househo1d?

THE INMATE: No, he was there. I
think this one time I didn't Know he was coming and
his father had gone to work. He had never done that
before.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: 0Okay. So,
yeah, Why was the child picked up and brought to
your residence, if the father was going to be out of
the house? . |

THE INMATE: I don't know, and he
never told me. When NEEEEEEEE had come to visit

before, the few times, we had family things for the
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déy, we had a picnic one time, there was another
time we took him to get his picture taken and that
was rea]]ylit. I don't know why he brought‘hﬁm this
time and then Teft. |

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: Were you
okay with him visiting or was there ever a
cbnversation regarding | visiting the
residence?

THE INMATE: No, no, It was fine that
hé came. It was also that my relationship with him
was about to end and | had nothing to do with
that.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: That's
where I'm going with this, basically I'm trying to.
understand, trying to get a full picture. So
basically the relationship was ending, so there was
issues between the two of‘you?

THE INMATE: Yes, ma'am,

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: What was
the reason, if I may ask?

THE INMATE: I found out that |
was takinhg money froh an accoﬁnt that I had, a job
that I previously had; I had a retirement package,

I don't know the terminology for that, but when I

left the job, I was laid off, I was given this money
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that I had paid into this account at the time. I
discovered that | was téking it, and he was
often npt where he said he'd be or at work where he
séid.he‘d be. I believed that he was still 1in a |
relationship with ' nrother, and I was about
to end our re1at10néh1p.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: So is it
safe to assume that you were very angry at him for
all these reasons; financial, the romantic aspect Qf
1{?

THE INMATE: His father, absolutely.

I just didn't know how to end it, and it was a very
d%fficuit time for me after I had been divorced and
I had my two daughters, who were 1ittle, and I
should have never been in that relationship with
him. He came along when I was at a very low point
and he told me he was staying in -- on the couches
of friends and things and I said, Come, move 1in with
me. I thought it was a solution for us both, but it
wasn't because I was devastatéd by my divorce and I
never felt that pain,

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES:‘ And, then,
you also had children at the residence, correct?

You had children of your own, so it's kind of soon.

for you to bring in someone you barely know,
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1 basically, and then the child was.introduced and now

2 you're having issues with him, so on that fateful

3 day, why didn't you just te11.h1m to take the child

4 back to the mother? When there was so much going

5 on, you know, going through a breakup and all that,

6 why didn't you tell him to take his child back?

7 THE INMATE: My intention was to speak

8 - to him about it, and then when he showed up that day

9 with . it was all very fast. He went in to

10 lay down, we went about our normal evening, you

11 _ know, with the children énd pajamas and bedtfme and

12 everything and then he was gone, and then this 1is

13 - what happened in the middle of the night. 1It's my

14 fault. I'm not making an.excuse. It's -- I should

15 have spoken to him sooner.

16 COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: You

17 mentioned that you never hit him prior to that

18 fateful night?

19 THE INMATE: No.

20 ' COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: Never?

21 THE INMATE: Never. I did not. I did

22 not.

23 T COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: He's a kid,

24 correct? He was, what, approximately -- how old was

25 he? I'm sorry.
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THE INMATE: A 1ftt1e over two.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: A T1ittle
over two, rambunctious 1ittle kid. Normally, they:
run around a lot. Did he ever misbehave or, you |
know, was he running around, your children running
around, did you ever stop them; did you ever spank-
him? .

THE INMATE: No, it was nothing
unusual about his behavior. I believe what happened
that night had nothing to do with him.. He was
there.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: He was
there, he became the punching bag, so to speak. You
were angry, so you took out your frustrations, your
pain, you had everything that's going on, your
previous relationship, this reiétﬁonéhip, and you
took it out on that poor, defenseless child.

THE INMATE: Yes, ma'anm.

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: And you
didn't seek any medical attention for him afterwards
and went about your business?. 7

THE INMATE: I did it and he left and
then he died later that night, and that's what I
think about. |

COMMISSIONER DEMOSTHENES: Thank you
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for clarifying. No further.
BY COMMISSIONER ALEXANDER:
Q. I know this has all been pretty emotional and
difficult, but I'm wondering if there is anything that I
missed that you want us to know before we end the
interview?
A. Not that there's anything that was missed, but I just
want you to know that -- that I am responsible for the
death of I . 2m and I accept that and I
Tive with it forever, trying toc make things better
everyday by everything I try to do and that I wrote in
my letter to you that regret and shame have lived with
me this whole time because I'm responsible for this,
because the pain I caused his mother and father to live
with all this time. Beéause of my actions, they had to
live without him, wondering all this time what they
could have done, and I know that no apology is great
enough, so this is what pushes me to do my best with
everything I try to do and, though, I know I'm
responsible for this terrib]e.crime and I accept that.'
I know that today, what I want you to know is that I
have become responsible enough to create good in my
1ife, peaceful in my life and those around me; that I'1i
never forget . cver. and he stays at the

forefront of all that I do just so that I can be better
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1 because I didn't do good enough for him, and that's whaf
I'd Tike you to know, and thank you for talking with me.

Q. Thank you for coming in. We are going to look at

AW N

everyfhing and we'll get back to you in a couple of

o

days, okay?

6 A. Thank you so much.

7 Q. Okay. |

8 (The inmate was excused.)
9 (After due deliberation by the Parole
10 | Board panel, the following decision
11 ' was rendered:)

12

13

14

15

16

17
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19

20
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24

25
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1 DECISTION
2 Parote is denied. Hold 24 months,
3 Néxt-appearance 9-2021.
4 After carefully reviewing your record
5 and conducting a personal interview, paroTe is
6 dénied,
7 _ You were convicted of Murder 2nd and
8 Manslaughter 1st, in which you assaulted the son of
9 yéur then boy friend, causing this young and
10 - vulnerable child's death. The panel considered your
11 rehabilitation, including your completion of all
12 redommended programs, your educational
13 accomplishments, your IPA training and your work as
14 an administrative clerk and clean disciplinary
15 record. We have reviewed youf case plan and your
16 risk and needs assessment which indicates your
17 ‘ overall low risk and needs.,
18 Further, we have considered your
19 extensive packet that was put together with
20 ‘Morningside Heights Legal Services. While this
21 panel notes your personal growth and productive use
22 of time after 24 years‘in prison, discretionary
23 release shall not be granted merely as a reward for
24 good conduct or efficient performance of duties

25 while confined.
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1 _ This case involved your callous and
2 wanton conduct resulting in the toddler's death. We
3 carefully reviewed the sentencing minutes, which
4 includes the heartfelt statements of his mother and
5 the judge's review of your.acfions after presiding
6 ' at trial.
7 : The panel departs from the low COMPAS
8 risk scores, as the jury's verdict and judge's
9 ' comment point to the vulnerability of the young
10 | victim who was punched and stomped resulting in
11 severing his small intestine. The fact that you
12 never disclosed your actions or sought medica]
13 attention was cruel and heartless.
14 The continued opposition by the
15 community indicates your release would not be
16 compatible with the welfare of society. Further,
17 your release would trivialize the tragic loss of a
18 toddler's 1ife and the years of harm to the
19 community and would therefore deprecate the serious
20 nature this crime as to undermine respect for the
21 law.
22 ' {Both commissioners concur.)
23
24

25
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1 : CERTIFICATTIGON

3 - I hereby certify that the proceedings and
4 evidence are contained fully and accurately in the notes
5 taken by me on the above cause and that this is a correct

6  transcript of the same to the best of my ability.

9 ‘ Christina M. Wolcott
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