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ﬁéﬁ%ﬁWE“WMM%

rzr e COMING HERE TONIGHT[TO BE PART NF THE FIRST ANNUAL
: DINNER OF THE COALITION OF ITALO-AMERICAN ORGANIZATION,
- YoU JUST HAVE TO BE EXCITE™ ABOUT EVERYTHING QUR PENPLE
HAVE ACCOMPLISHED IN NEW YORK STATE./ THE FACT IS,/NEN
YORK'S ITALIAN-AMERICANS HAVE EXPLORED OM THE PNLITICAL
SCENE. WHEN IT COMES TO POLITICS, WE'PE NNT SAYING
”CIAO”,IWE'RE SAYING "STAMD ARRIVATI."//

WE'VE GOT ALFRED DELBELLO,II\ ~REAT LEADER FROM
WESTCHESTER COUNTY AND AN OUTSTAMDING LT. GOVERMOR,

- WE'VE ROT MARIO CUOMO /A NATIONAL LEADER IN THE
NEMOCRATIC PARTY, AND A REAL PATRIARCH IN THE AMERICAN
_ e it :
FAMILY.

/\ND~IWE’RE BEING BIPARTISAN, AT LEAST FOR TOP\!IFHT%
WE HAVE NEW YORK'S FIRST-EVER ITALIAN-AMERICAN U,S,
Em——— e SEEE—)
SENATOR,IALPHONSE D'AMATO,

I HAVE A STORY -ABOUT AL, ONE I HOPE HE'LLE PEMEMBER/
IT WAS SEVERAL MONTHS AGN, BEFORE I WAS NOMINATED E0P
VICE PRESIDENT. I



THERE WAS A NEW YORK STATE PARTY IN WASHINATON, AND

SENATOR D‘AMATO RAN INTO ONE OF THE STAFF PEOPLE FROM

MY CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE. I AT THE TIME, AL, YOU OFFERED

SOME ADVICE FOR MY POLITICAL CAREER.J YoU, SAID YOU

THOUGHT ['D MAKE A GREAT VICE PRESIDENT./ NoT A sl NERY 400D
SENATOR,}BUT A GREAT VICE PRESIDENT.

AL, T KNOW ‘Y_ﬂ_l_LSTIVLL THINK SO,FAND AS A FELLOW
ITALIAN-AMERICAN, I A.PPRECIATE YOL‘R QllPPORT //

[ DON'T MIND TELLING YOU, I'M PROUD OF THE PROGRESS
WE HAVE MADE.

IT I3 EXCITING THAT WE HAVE COME EO_EA_R/ANH A
ACCOMPLISHED S0 MUCH. BUT IT IS NOT SURPRISING./ IT IS
THE RESULT OF A BELIEF IN HARD WNRK ANR OPPORTUNITY,
LOVE OF COUNTRY AND HOPE FOR A BETTER FUTURE./

THOSE ARE THE VALUES WE LEARNED FROM OUP PARENTS,

AND WHICH WE HAVE PASSED ON TO OUP CHILDREN.,

MY 4B STORY IS NOT DIFFERENT FROM YOUR R, MY
FATHER CAME HERE FROM THE SMALL TOWN OF MARCIANISE, IN
CASSERTA./HE CAME TO THIS LAND OF GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY,
BELIEVING THAT IF YOU WORKED HARD,/KEPT FAITH WITH YOUR
GOOD, AND PLAYED BY THE RULES,/YOU WOULD CARVE OUT A
BETTER FUTURE FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY./




MY MOTHER SHARED THAT BELIEF./AND WHEN SHE WAS
WIDOWED WITH TWO YOUNG CHILDREN;/SHE WENT BACK TO WORK,
IN THE GARMENT DISTRICT, TO MAKE SURE MY BROTHER AND I
WOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITIES SHE NEVEPR HAD,

AND BECAUSE SHE WORKED _I-_l.l-\.ElJ/‘I- WORKED M/I
ﬁ_ﬂ_i_i\l_'_[ w TO LET HER DOW“!./ AFTER COLLEGE I TAUGHT IN
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF NEW YORK BY DAY, AND WENT TO LAW
SCHOOL AT NIGHT./IT WAS HARD WORK,/BUT [ LEARNED THE ONE
LESSON MY MOTHER AND FATHER MOST WANTED TO TEACH ME:

HARD. HORK PAYS OFF. //@

EACH OF YOU KNOWS WHAT I MEAN, /YﬂUQ PARENTS AND
GRANDPARENTS CAME TO THIS COUNTRY WITH DREAMS FOR & BETTER
FUTURE FOR THEIR CHILDREN./THEY SACRIFICED AND STRURGLED
AND WATCHED AS THEIR KIDS GREW UP./AND THEY WERE REWARDED
WHEN WE GREW UP AND BUILT BETTER LIVES FOR OURSELVES AND
OUR CHILDREN, /IT IS AS TRUE TODAY AS IT EVER WAS, “MOI
PONIAMO I NOSTRI SOGNI NEI FIGLI E CON FEDE IN DIO/
~ LAVORIAMO AFFINCHE QUESTI SOGNT SI REALIZZINO.

OUR PARENTS CAME TO THIS NEW LA'\ID T0 MAKE A NEW LIFE.

THEY CAME TO LOVE AMERICMA?%IL:IEY MIE_L_Y

WE HAVE NOT glJ'T_OUR TIES TO THE OLD LAND / AS AMERICANS
OF ITALIAI\INé\NCESTRY, WE ARE PROUD TO SAY THAT THE UNITED
STATES HASASTRONGER OR MOPE RELIARLE ALLY THAN THE REPUBLIC
OF ITALY,




WHEN THERE WAS A NEED FOR A PEACE-KEEPINF FORCE IM
THE SINAIL, JITALIAN TROOPS SEPVED SIDE-BY-SIDE WITH I'.S.
FORCES. /

WHEN THE MULTINATIONAL FORCE WAS FORMED IN BEIP'JT/
YOUNG AMERICAN MARINES WERE JOINED BY YOUNG ITALIAN SOLRIERS.

AND WHEN THE CARTER-MONDALE ADMINISTRATION SOUGHT TO
IMPLEMENT ITS TWO-TRACK STRATEGY INVOLVING THE DEPLOYMENT
OF CRUISE MISSILES IN EUROPE, wm A CRITICAL ROLE
IN THE SUCCESS OF THE POLICY.

THE -FACT IS/THAT ITALY HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT IT IS A
FRIEND AND ALLY 'SECOND TO KOME. / IT 1S TIME WE RECOGNIZE
THE VALUE OF ITALY’S CONTRIBUTION TO WESTERN SECURITY/BY
MAKING SURE ROME IS INCLUDED IN ALL CONSULTATIONS INVOLVING

[l s
THE INNER CIRCLE OF NATO POWERS.T

- WE MUST ALSJ)VHP.EZEGNIZE THAT BEING A 6G0OOD ALLY IS A
TWO-WAY STREET, SER INVOLVES MORE THAM MILITARY SECURITY.
IT ALSO MEANS MUTUAL COOPERATION TO ACHIEVE ECONOMIC SECURITY,

THE ECONOMIES OF THE WEST ARE ALL LINKED TM EACH OTHER.
THE WAY WE HANDLE OUR DOMESTIC FISCAL MATTERS HAS IMPORTANT
CONSEQUENCES FOR OUR PARTNERS.IIN THE SPIRIT OF COOPERATION
AND UNDERSTANDING, JWE MUST SEEK TO COCRDINATE OUR ECONOMIC
POLICIES,'TO INSURE THAT ECONOMIC RECOVERY IS ACHIEVED ON
BOTH ‘S_HJES_OF THE ATLANTIC./



07 ke

THE WORK OF THIS ORGANIZATION { AND ALL YOUR MEMBER
ORGANIZATIONS -- IS IN GREAT MEASURE RESPONSIBLE FOR PROMOTING

| GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF ITALIAN-AMERICANS, LIKE SO MANY
OTHER ETHNIC GROUPS,,OUR PATH TO SUCCESS IN AMERICA HAS NOT

ALWAYS BEEN EASY{ THERE HAS BEEN DISCRIMINATIO‘\I,}ANH WE HAVE
HAD TO STRUGGLE TO OVERCOME IT. / BUT WE HAVE OVERCOME. /

e oy S—

IT USED TO BE THAT THE ONLY IMAGE OF ITALIAN WOMEN ONE
EVER SAW ON TELEVISIONJWAS A WOMAN LEANING OUT OF A WINDOW IN
AN URBAN NEIGHBORHOOD SHOUTING, “ANTHOMY!, IT’S PRINCE
SPAGHETTI DAY",

BUT TODAY, ALYOST EVERY NIGHT OF THE WEEK,fTHE AMERICAN
PEOPLE CAN SEE AN ITALIAN WOMAN ON TELEVISION TALING ABOUT
AR CONTROL,f/AND FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT§,) AND THE OTHER
GREAT ISSUES OF THE DAY. / ISN'T THAT WONDERFIIL! ///

ALL OF YOU, THROUGH THE WORK YOU DO EVERY DAY, JHAVE
HELPED TO OPEN THE DOORS OF OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL ITALIAN-
AMERICANS IN THIS COUNTRY./THE VICTORIES WE HAVE WON, WE
HAVE WON TOGEEIER. /THE VICTORIES WE WILL WIN TN THE FUTURE
WILL BE SHAREDAJUST  THE SAME WAY,

I AM HONORED TO BE HERE./I SALUTE THE OUTSTANDING
INDIVIDUALS YOU HONOR TONIGHT./NITH THEM, AND WITH YOU,
I SAY;I.S_Qﬁ_Q ORGOLIOSA NI ESSERE ITALIANA,

cEme EOEREIEEIY oo
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