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1 BY COMMISSIONER ROSS: 

2 a. Good afternoon. Could you state your name for the 

3 record. 

------A 

5 a. H1 . I'm Commissioner Ross , with me today is 

6 Commissioner Smith and also Commissioner Crangle. 

--·- ·7··--· ... _ .. ... .. ------·---.. ·e-~M-H-I-s-s-te-NrR---Stt-f-T-H-:--·He-l+o,-st-r-; 

8 COMMISSIONER CRANGLE : Good afternoon. 

9 THE INMATE : Good afternoon . 

10 Q. You're serving a sentence of 25 years to life on a 

11 Murder in the 2nd Degree --

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q, -- and also hindering prosecution , a two- to 

14 four - year sentence. 

15 A. Yes , ma'am. 

16 Q. And was -- the Murder 2 nd , was that by verdict af t er 

17 trial? 

18 A. Yes , it was , Commissioner Ross. 

19 Q, And a l so the hinder ing prosecution? 

20 A. I pled guilty to . that. 

21 Q. Okay. That was the pl ea? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And before you went to trial , were you ever offered a 

24 pl ea on the murder? 

25 A. No, · I was not. 
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1 0. Okay. Now, the information that we have from the PSI 

2 

3 

repo rt is that basically you and a co -defendant caused 

the death of a 16-year-old girl by striking her in the 

·-~--~.e.ad-W-~t-1::l-a-r-OG-k--Ul<.-e-Q..b,fe ct a.n g th 8 n ~tab b i n g her 11A-t-h1------

5 a knife, is that accurate? 

6 A. Well, yes, that was what the trial was all about. 

····- ···-·- 7-···· · --yes·~ -c·omrrrts-si'"c>m-r-R-o-s-s-.----------.. --- "-·- ·- ·-·- - ·------·--.. ·- -·--

8 a. And· what was your role in that? 

9 A. That's whe re the difficu l ty comes into play._ You 

10 know, another individual said that they committed these 

11 acts, as well as ot~ers that you didn't mentio n, that 

12 either dismi ssed against me or the jury found me not 

13 guilty of , so I'm just -- I ' m not sure how to respond to 

14 what you're asking me, commissioner. 

15 Q. Well , I'm not really asking you what the jury found. 

16 I was asking you what part in this murder do you take 

17 responsibility for? 

18 A. Well, r take responsibility for all aspects of the 

19 murder because I acted and carried myself as a 

20 law-abiding citizen and led the authorities to what the 

21 situat i on was at the time, the end result would've very 

22 well been different, and at all my like my previous 

23 parole appearances, I've always tried to do my best to 

24 express to the parole commissioners that I am. in fact, 

25 responsible and that I am, in fact, remorseful. I 
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understand, you know, how the family feels. I 

2 understand the pain that they're going through and how 

3 hear tbroke n they are. I mean~ really do get it, you 

4 know? It was a result of, yo~ know, the actions that I 

S took, you know, and sctions that I didn't take, t hings I 

6 should've done that I failed to do. 

8 police station? 

9 A. I was the one that reported the crime to t he officer 

10 in town. When I saw the young lady laying on ·the 

11 ground, I got -- it scared the crap out of me. I turned 

12 around and ran like hell. I ifflmediately ran down into 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

town , and there was a police substation r i ght - - a block 

and a half , two blocks down the street. I went to the 

door , 1 pounded on the door , I grabbed the pol-ice 

officer, Ile understood that something was wrong. He 

said that I was having trouble mouthing my words , and I 

18 was very upset. I advised him that there had been a 

19 fight between a male and a female and brought him to the 

20 immediate area where the fight had taken place, not to 

21 where Miss was lying on the 

22 ground. I didn't bring him there. I was on parole at 

23 the time . I really didn't want to get involved, but I 

24 was overwhelmed and I didn't know exactly how to help, 

25 but not wind up in the situation where I was going to 

4 
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1 get a parole violation, even though that was stupid, and 

2 I realized that at the time, because what the heck is a 

3 parole violation when you're talking about a loss of 

___ L_ _ __Li..DL.:tb.;Lt cou)..Q_filLJ2.C.!ti0nted. I just · - I wasn't 

5 th ink ing clearly at .the time .- You know, I was drunk , I 

6 wasn ' t even supposed to be drinking; I'm i n a bar , I'in 

5 

-··1-- ... - - no"t-·-S·U-f)~-o-s-e-d-t-o--ee- -i-n--a--b-a-F+--I- !...rn-i-R---9-i-+act v ~Q.i+A~G+f------

8 my parole conditions and I clearly was not thinking 

9 cl ear ly. 

10 Q. Now , had you been out dr i nking with the co-defendant. 

11 

12 A. Well, we were in the same bar, but I didn't know 

13 previously. I did not know this 

14 individual. 

15 Q. All right . Now, this occurred while you were on 

16 parole for a drug case? 

17 A. Yes. it is -- or , yes, it was. Excuse me. 

18 Q. You had received a sentence of one year to life on 

19 that? 

20 A. Well , the -- originally, I was. in fact, like you 

21 say , Commissioner Ross, given one to life. The 

22 Rockefeller Drug Laws had subsequently been changed, and 

23 I wound up -- they took away the life, they made it max 

24 three times the original minimum and, subsequently, I 

25 wound up with a one- to three-year sentence, and I was 
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1 very shortly after completion of the mi nimum. 

6 

2 Q. And, prior to that , you had gotte n into some trouble, 

3 even as a young a teenager? 

___ A. ___ A Yes I did ._L..1]1.e_an I w..as..n..' t. __ _,I.__,w=a=s,<__t.,,_,_,_h=e~ k_,_i.!..!n..,,,d~o_,_f_ -_-_____ _ 

5 I really did n ' t have, you know , too m~ch in the way of 

6 focus when I was a kid, when I was growing up, and I did 

- · - - -7- ··- · ..... . ,a- ·l-o·t--~1'--s-t·u-p1-a--, J-ttv-e-A-1-1-e , i d-~g-s-1:·M-t--r-ea-ll-¥---------

8 weren't making a heck of a lot of sense but, with t hat 

9 said, you know, I never did anything violent . You kn ow, 

10 it was stup id, like stealing tape players , di sorderly 

11 conduct, stealing ti res, you know, stup i d - - I mean not 

12 to downplay it , they were absolutely wrong and 

13 against, you know, things that I shouldn't have been 

14 doing that were positive in soc iety. It ' s not to 

15 downplay --

16 Q. I understand what you're saying. Okay . Now, you're 

17 working as a dorm porter now? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. Okay. 

20 A. I work in the dorm where I ' m housed. Prior to that, 

21 I had worked in the dorm previously short l y after 

22 arriving in the facility , then I went to -- I was moved 

23 to another Dorm K-1 in the back of the facility, the 

24 annex part of the facility , to take the ASAT program . 

25 After I finished the ASAT program, they allowed me to go 
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1 back to the dorm where I previously was, and that's 

2 where I house presently. 

3 Q. Since your last Board -- actually, since 2010, you 

- - -'+---~...'... t-had-a.A.y_d-i s d p J i nary ti ck et s 7 ·- ---·---- -----·- -
5 A. No. I haven't had none, no. 

6 Q, Okay. If you were to be rel eased, where would you be 

. ·-·- - .. -· .. 7 ·· ......... gutirg·?-·-- ... - ... ... ........ - ·--··--·-....... _._ ..... --·-·- · .. --- .. --

8 A. Well, that was the problem when I had saw the 

9 facility parole officer, as f ar as re-entry. I didn't 

10 -- I don't have no family in - · but what I was 

11 able to connect with was a gentleman by the name of Mr . 

12 - · who is with an organization called Justice 

13 Strateg.i es, and al so - - , who has a program 

14 called Heaven Help End Violence Now. They're both in 

15 , - · and they are prepared to provide 

16 me with housing, employment, support services and any, 

17 you know , help and programs t hat I wou l d need i n order 

18 to be a productive member of society, which I can be, 

19 and -- excuse me. And I hope that the Board will 

20 provide me with the opportunity. Originally, I had 

21 asked -- I had written to the division of parole, Niss 

22 - - , for a postponement because they didn't 

23 have time to get the package together to provide to the 

24 Board so that they were able to actually review it in 

25 front of them, but -- I don't think that they provided 
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it to the division of parole, you know, in Albany. I 

2 don't believe that you have that in front o f you. 

3 Q. I don't have the letter asking for the postponement, 

. __ --4--· ---b.u.t._y..o.u..-c.e.r-t.a...i n l y c o 11 l d b av e d a a e t b..a.t_i..n._t_b e beg i o a i a g 

5 of the -inte rview , to ask. 

6 A. Oh, well -- excuse me. I don't mean to cut you off. 

8 vicinity of, I think·, t en days ago, because that's where 

9 I found out from Mr. 111111 and 1111111 lllllllllllllll hat the 

10 packet for re-entry is showing the, you know, employment 

11 and housing that you know, the last time that I spoke 

12 t o them. I knew that it was n 't finished at that time. 

13 Since then, I don ' t know if they have finished preparing 

14 it and su bmit ted i t to Albany for your review or, you 

15 know --

16 a. Well, at this point, we've almost done a complete 

17 inter view. Do you want the postponement? 

18 A. Well , frankly frankly - -

19 a. I mean I have no reason to doubt that these people 

20 are putting together a packet and that they have a 

21 program in 11111 - and that you would be accepted 

22 and that you have spoken to them. I don't have any 

23 reason to doubt that; 

24 A. See, the reason I did it because I have no family in 

25 ~ and it's not in my best interest to return to 
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1 - County, the county of conviction. I have no 

2 connections there, I have no friends there, I have no 

3 support or anything like that; whereas, with Mr. 11111 and 

they ' re willing ta give me a]J the help T 

5 need to make a positive adjustment back into society, 

6 and --

. - ·r ·. · €!-·:--Okay:-- ··· - - ·· ·· - - ·---···--· .... ·--··-·---

A. -- do things I should have done many years before, 

being productive. 

9 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Q. Okay. We do have your risk and needs assessment. 

will take that into consideration. We also have your 

sentencing minutes, and we will also take those into 

We 

13 considerat i on, as well as the other statuto r y factors we 

14 must consider. I don't have any further questions. 

15 COMMISSIONER ROSS: Commissioner? 

16 COMMISSIONER SMITH: I have nothing 

17 

18 

else. Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER CRANGLE : Na, t hanks. 

19 Q. Anything · else you'd like to say? 

20 A. Well, I'm well aware through Mr . • . from Just; ce 

21 Strategies, of information that I never knew before, a 

22 l egislator that's a personal friend of the victim's 

23 fami l y , and I understand that he's been submitting 

24 resolutions to the division of parole prior to every one 

25 of my parole hearings , 2005, 2007, 2009 and 2011 , so, 
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subsequent ly, if they're -- from what I understand, 

there's one that ' s been submitted to the division of 

parole yet again . Again, I understand the painfulness 

of the situation to the 11111111 family due to the loss 

of their daughter, 1111111 , and I understand how 

6 heartbroken the family is, but , with that said , what Mr. 

-- - ····· ·-.7-- - -·~ -i-A-g-..:i.n-t-t:l.e.s-e--+-e.s.o...iu..:t.:i-O.llS,---L..me.a0-r-t.b.c::-------

8 situation simply is misleading. He talks that 1111111 
9 was raped. I'm sure --

10 Q. All right, sir. We're not going to go there. I 

11 don't have that copy in front of me and, you know, we're 

12 not going to doubt what he says as compared to what you 

13 said at this point . 

14 A. Well, I mean, from what I understand, these documents 

15 are before the Board, and I mean -- that they're 

16 utilized or being utilized in determining whether , you 

17 know, I would be successful with being released or not. 

18 It's not like I'm trying to be argumentative. Please, 

19 that's no way, you know , my intention. I'm -- I just 

20 I was very concerned about, you know , the resolutions 

21 and the impact they were going to have in mak1ng a 

22 determination of parole, beca use, again, I feel terrible 

23 for the family . I mean I really - - honest to God , I get 

24 it, You know, I understand - -

25 Q. You're repeating yourself now. You said that a 
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couple of times now. I understand that, but we have to 

look at everything that we receive, anything that you 

submit and anything that comes in and, if there's 

opposi ti on__to...._.y.a11r re) ease we have to take that i oL:l. ______ _ 

consideration, and that's all I can say in regard to 

that. 

· ..... - ... ·-7·----f!t;-:·· .. R i g I It . ·--.... , ___ ... ----·-.. ·---· - ---- ·------ -- - .. ---- -------

8 

9 

a. Okay. 

A. Okay. 

So we ' ll get back to you in a couple of days. 

All right. Thank you very much, Commissioner 

10 Ross ; thank you, commissioners. 

11 COMMISSIONER SMITH: You're welcome. 

12 (The inmate was excused.} 

13 (After due deliberation . by the Parole 

14 Board panel, the fo llowing decision 

15 was rendered:) 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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0 E C I S I O N 

Parole is denied. Hold 24 months. 

Next appearance 5-2015. 

---- - - ----·- ·---- ----E.ac.oJ....a.-i...s_dan .... i""'e ..... d....___.A~f.__t.__e""-"-r---"'a-'"c ... a ..... r-"e.....,fu1 ...... iJ.__ ______ _ 

5 review of your record, your personal interview and 

6 due deliberation , it is the determination of this 

---·-··=r·-·· -· - -- ---,:rarre-t -ttrat--;--if-re-t-~a s e d at th-+~·t+m·e--;- --t-h·ere-i-s----a--------

8 reasonable probability that you wo uld not live at 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

liberty without violating the law, your release at 

this time is incompatible with the welfare and 

safety of the community, and wi 11 so deprecate the 

seriousness of this crime as to undermine respect 

for the law. 

This decision is based upon the 

following factors: You stand convicted of the 

serious offenses of Murder in the 2nd Deg r ee and 

Hindering Prosecution, in which you, acting in 

concert with , after spe nding the day 

drink i ng, bruta l ly raped and murdered 16-year - ol d 

Your criminal behavior began in 1970 

and 1971 . You we r e adju d icated a youthfu l offender 

for having a prior convict i on for drugs and were on 

parole fo r tha t of fense when you comm i tted the 

instant offense. 
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Your sense.less, horrendous acts have 

caused probab l y life-long grief to the family and 

friends of 11111111, There is pub l ic opposition to 

ye 1ir re 1 e a.""s .... e _______ - -----

5 Co nsideration has been given to all 

6 required statutory factors , inc luding your efforts 

·- ··· --···7------~-·t rehab+l i tati on-;--you. ·rtsk-t-0-1:he-·c-omrmmtty--ami- - --·- ·--·· .. ·--

8 your needs f or successful reintegration in the 

9 community. However , yo ur release at t his t i me is 

10 denied. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(All commissio ne r s co ncu r .) 
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that t he proceedings and 

taken by me on the above ca use and that th is is a correct 

transcript of the same to the best of my ability. 

·----·--··. ·- .-.. ···~- ··-·- .. ·- ·· -- -··- ··· - · .. ..... .. -........... .... . --· .... .. ···- - · ···- - ·--·------

Ch r i s t i n a H . ~lo 7 co t t 


	Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000062 (2013-05-01)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1631243163.pdf.m62WA

