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OLIOBER 24, L5

IThank you, Tom, (Mayor Tom McHenry?), for that tersific

introduction.

It s great to be back in the nome state of the next
ex~President of the United States -- Romald Eeagan. And it s

great to be here at San Jose Siate.

But T didn’t just come here to drive wup and down your
magnificent coastline in a time capsule. I'm here for s much
MOre serious purpose. Since 1I've got this great non-partisan

crowd here, I want to ftake a scientific, obvijective surwvey.

fire we gqoing to win in November?

Are we qoing to send Walter Mondale to the White House and

Romald Reagan back to his ranch?

You bhet we are.

This year, we‘re in 3 fight for equal opportunity.

Whnerm Frite Mondale offered me the nomination ne did more

equal opportunity in 3 single day than Rornald Ragan has done
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four long years. 0On that day, I felt s zpecial surae of pride a2z
Ao oimmigrant’s daughter.  But it wasn’t Just s personal wviochory
for me. It was a victory for every womarn, arnd today I know 1§ we

car do this, we can do anything.

This election is not a duel between personalities. You oan

like Romald Reagan, but you don‘t have to vote for him.

Ard above all, this election is about defernding four great

American principles.

First, education. Americans nave alwavse krnown Lhath

education unlocks the doors to ocpportunity. We krnow that to g

ahead, you have to get an education.

But where we see a need to invest in the promise of our
outhn, Ronald Reagan has dramatically cut school sid and slasned
y £ ¥

public school funding.

RKomald Reagan wants to send a teacher into space, but I say

we have to help our studernts and teachers here on garth.

Second, Americans nave always belelvad thnast personal fresdom
is essential. But the extremists who control the Republicarn
Party would impose a religious test on Federal judges.  And put

the government between you and your most personal choilces.
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Walter Momdale anmd I will keep the federal government in
public bwildings and out of our homes, our churohes smd owur

SYNagoques .

I want the Supreme Court chosen by Walter Mondale, noit Jerry

Falwell.

Third, we won’t have any kind of future withoud this planet.
We must keep our land, our children, and our lives free fron
toxic wastes. Too many Americans already must worry about the

air they breathe, the water they drink, and the land Lhey own.

This Acdministration has turmed its back on them. They left
todic waste dumps uncleansd, and failed to help local school

districts remove asbestos from some 33,000 public schools.

Remember, this is the Administration that gave wus James Wabtt

once and Anne Burford twice.

Things will be different under Fresident Mondale. He will
enforce our environmental laws. He will rebwild the EFA.  He
will wuse a reauthorized and expanded Superfund Lo clean up Lthe
most dangerous toxic dumps. And he 1l make the polluters pay foaor

the clean up.

I say we need an Administration that fakes polluters to

court, and not to lunch.
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And fourth, there’s no greater American principls than peace

with other countries, and that requires ending Lthe arms race.

Fresident Reagan is the first Fresident since Hoover not Lo

meet with the Soviet leader. He is the first President sinoce bLhe

cdawn of the nuclear age not to siqgn an arms control agreement.

I say we need a President who will ftalk with the Soviet

leader on his first day in office, mot on the fir day aof nis

re-election campaign.

And we need a3 President who will stop the arms race hefore
it spins into space. It s time to say, the sky’'s the limit.

Rather than externding the arms race into space, lat’s stop 1t

nere on earth.

i
el

To do that, we need a President who is informed

energetic, active and involved in world affairs.

Name a reqgion of the world, and our influsnce in Lhe last

four years has waned, not grown. Name a foreign policy mistale,

and this President has bDlamed someone else.

So far, he has blamed Congress, FPresident Carter and a local

military commarnder for the tragedies of Beirut. The American
paople want a President who admits his mistakes and learns from

them. They want a President who cares more aboul protecting this
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nation than about protecting his own image.

That‘s the kind of President Walter Mondale will be. He
will press for human rights -- not only in Lthe Soviet Union and
Foland, but also in El BSalvador, the FPhilippines, and South

Africa.

Those are the four basic principles. PRut to build the
future, we must do it together. Dividing us inte Haves and
Have-Note is not the way to strengthen tnis country. Every time
we lower a barrier, our nation is stromger. Every time wse take
advantage of talents that were previously excluded, our pation is

richer.

Walter Momdsle and I are committed to an Amnerics which
judges people not by the color of their shkin, but by the content

of their character.

We believe that poor and average income Ffamilies snould not

have to pay more in taxes, so the rich can pay less.

We want an Administration ftnat supports civil rights laws,

not seqgreqgated academies.

We want a3 society that treassures its diversity, and honors

our heritage whether it is Hispanic, Africsn, Asizan, or Buropearn.
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And we want a country that keeps faith with women., When I
take the oath of office for my second term zms Vice President, I
want to swear to wuphold a Comstitution thnst inclades the EBEgual

Rights Amerdment.

The Democratic Party has always beleived in these
principles. PBut recently it seems like we may have another new
convert. Konald Reagan nas been quoting Jobhe Fo Hennedy, and

riding Harry Truman‘s train.

Two weeks ago, he took Harry Trumasn’s Pullmasn car out of =
museum to try to recreate Truman’s famous whistle-stop tour of
1948. What you didn’t hear from Reagan ig what Harry Truman had
to say -- and I quote, "Any farmer who voles FRepublican should

have his head examined.® And I agree.

That traim stunt didn’t fool anyone. But think about i1t.
What better symbol could Romald Reagan give us of his
Administration: there he was, facing bachwards, without s olue

about who was at the controls, or in what direction he was gqoing.

The fact is, Ronald Reagan has given farmers the worst four
vears since the depression. Net farm incomse has dreopped by nalf.
Farm exports have collapsed. Foreclosures have tripled, andd

300,000 farm-related jobs have bheen lost.

Im response to that suffering, Romald Reasgan says, let
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prosperity "ftrickle down. Well, even somneons from Quesens krnows

that crops grow from the ground up.

Walter Mondale has beern a friend of farmers for as long asg

Reagan has opposed them. Make no wistake about 1td  Walter

Mondale will be the best President California farmers ever nhad.
You know that. But what vou may not know is that drn 19832,

the Farmer’s Union gave Geraldine Ferraro s 100 percent rating an

her voting record. And in 1983, they gave me 91 percent. That

ain’t bad for a city kid.

He pretends he admires Jonn Kennedy. Bul in 1960 nhe was 3
pen pal for Richard Nixeon. During that campaisan, in a
nandwriteen note to Mr. Nixon, he compared John Henmedy to Karl

Marx and Adolf Hitler.

Now that‘s the real Romald Eeagani rnot charming, nobt funny,
not Mr. Personality -- but just plainm wrong. Some people say let
Resqgan be Keagan, bult when that happens, take cover. I say, let

Reagan be Retired.

IThe challenges are grealt today, but tne Amecican people are
even 4greater. Eleanor Roosevelt stoked the ember of defiasnt hope
in all of us when she said, *You must dJo the thing vou think vou

cannot do.*
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America.

we

race.

Let others say we cannot afford equal

Let others

I say we must pass the Bgual

say we cannot clean up toxic waste

opportunity in

Rights fmendment.

dumps .

owe it to our children not teo poison their world.

And let others say there is no way Lo stop the

depends on it.

challenge,

1z

Let others

I say our mation’s security and owur ohildren

rdclear

Te futur

IThis country has never failed to meet a

and we won’t start now.

say this election carnnot be won. I

must. And with your help, it will.

THANK YOU.

THANK YOU VERY Ml

I =say

AL mE

)

CAr .



	Fordham Law School
	FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History
	10-24-1984

	San Jose Rally Speech
	Geraldine Ferraro
	Recommended Citation


	Maloney0001
	Maloney0002
	Maloney0003
	Maloney0004
	Maloney0005
	Maloney0006
	Maloney0007
	Maloney0008

