
Fordham Law School Fordham Law School 

FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History 

Parole Interview Transcripts and Decisions Parole Information Project 

December 2019 

Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000021 (2015-10-20) Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000021 (2015-10-20) 

Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
"Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000021 (2015-10-20)" (2019). Parole Information Project 
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans/43 

This Parole Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Parole Information Project at FLASH: The 
Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History. It has been accepted for inclusion in Parole Interview Transcripts 
and Decisions by an authorized administrator of FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History. For 
more information, please contact tmelnick@law.fordham.edu. 

https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/nys_parole_dd
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans?utm_source=ir.lawnet.fordham.edu%2Ftrans%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans/43?utm_source=ir.lawnet.fordham.edu%2Ftrans%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:tmelnick@law.fordham.edu


 Law S  Fordham Law School 

 h  For a  w A iv  of c r  n  s y FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History 

Parole Interview Transcripts and Decisions Parole Information Project 

December 2019 

 I r e  pt D is o    5- 20  Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000021 (2015-10-20) 

Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans 

o  t o  Recommended Citation 
"Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000021 (2015-10-20)" (2019). Parole Information Project 
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans/43 

This Parole Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Parole Information Project at FLASH: The 
Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History. It has been accepted for inclusion in Parole Interview Transcripts 
and Decisions by an authorized administrator of FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History. For 
more information, please contact tmelnick@law.fordham.edu. 



 Law S  Fordham Law School 

 h  For a  w A iv  of c r  n  s y FLASH: The Fordham Law Archive of Scholarship and History 

Parole Interview Transcripts and Decisions Parole Information Project 

 I r e  pt  D c   S 0000021 Parole Interview Transcript & Decision - FUSL0000021 

Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/trans 



FUSL000021 1 

1 

2 NYS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 
AND COMM UN ITY SUPERVISION 

3 BOARD OF PAROLE 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X 

4 
Paro l e Board Int~ rv iew 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

- - - - - ;-

I n the Matter 
of 

DI N 
NYSID 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X 

TYPE OF I NTERVIEW : Re appearance 

LOCATION : 

DATE: 

BEFORE: 

ALSO PRESE NT : 

REPORTER : 

(Video co n ference) 
Ot isville Correctional Fac i l i ty 

October 20, 2015 

COMM I SS I ON ER G . KEVIN LUDLOW 
COMM I SSIONER J UL IE SMITH 
COMMISS I ONER OT I S CRUS E 

D. Glebocki , SORC 
M. Brooks , ORC 
A . Raimondo , ORC 

Lori Ciofalo , Hearing Reporter 

M & F Repo r ting Service (845 )· 562 - 5 1 9 0 



FUSL000021 

1 COMM . SM I TH: Good afternoon, sir. Would 

2 you state your name for the record? 

3 THE INMATE: 

4 

5 Smi t h . 

6 Cruse. 

7 

8 

COMM . SMITH: I am Commissioner 

I am jo i n ed today by Commiss ioners Ludlow and 

COMM. LUDLOW : Good afternoon. 

COMM. CRUSE: How are you doing? 

9 BY COMMISSIONER SMITH : 

10 

11 

Q. This is a reappearance fo r you today. 

Th e record indicates you are serving a term of 

12 in ~arceration twenty to l ife, following a conviction by 

13 pl ea in Nassau County, to Murder, Second; is that 

14 correct, sir? 

A. Yes . 15 

16 

17 

Q. I want to let you know t hat we do not have your 

Sentenc i ng Mi nutes . They were requested , and they are 

• , 1 

18 no t ab l e t o be produced . 

19 Was there anyt h ing said at sentencing, that you 

20 would want this Panel to know? 

A. No, ma'am. .21 

22 Q. The Ins t ant Offense dates back to January 6 t h, 

23 1988 , tw~nty-seven years ago, i n Roc kvil l e Centre ; you 

24 murdered you r mo t her. 

25 A.· Yes. 
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FUSL000021 

1 Q. You strangled her , sl i t her throat and submerged 

2 her i n a batht u b fi lled with water. Then, apparently, 

3 you went to sleep in t h e apar t ment , wh i le he r body was 

4 s til l in the ba t h t ub. 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. 

Yes . 

T his is you r third time in State prison . 

7 were on parole at the time th i s occurred. 

You 

8 What precipi t ated you commi t ting suc h an act of 

9 v iolence? 

10 

11 

A. 

bad. 

Wel l , you know, o u r h i story tog e t her was rea ll y 

You kn ow, me c o mi ng up l ike I did, as fa r as not 

12 rea l ly b e ing wi th her consist e n t ly through my childhood, 

13 our relationsh ip suffered. A l o t of bl ame and anger I 

14 had towards li fe, a nd my persona l expe r iences, I 

1 5 directed t h em or put it on her. 

16 You know, I shouldn't have did t ha t. I was not 

17 coping correctly wit h what I was fe e ling and thin k ing at 

18 t h e t i me. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Q. 

time? 

A. 

Q . 

You we re abou t tw en ty-four years of age at the 

Yes. 

What yo u ' re t elling me is some t hing that I migh t 

23 hear from somebody at the age of f ifteen or sixteen at 

24 

25 

the t i me . You were twenty-four . 

. A. Yes;' 
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1 Q. What happened t h at nigh t, that day, that caused 

2 you to do this? 

3 A . I just think that it was the stress, the pr e ssure 

4 I was under . You know, I just acted out. I just acted 

5 out with rage. You know, everythi ng came to a head for 

6 me. 

7 Q. I hear what you're saying, but you are not just 

8 sitting on the couch and things just blow up in you r 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

mind . Were you two arguing about something? 

A. No t at that time . We was not arguing. When I 

came in, ·it was already in my mind . 

intention. 

That was my 

Q. How many days in advance had you been p lanning to 

kill her? 

A. I didn't plan i t . At the time, we had issues. 

16 We was not even speaking, and we was in the same space . 

17 When we d i d speak, a l ot of times it was jus t negative 

18 or hostile : 

19 

20 

I t was me, too. We didn't know how to 

communicate . There was so much bad energy t hat 

21 developed t hroughout the years, we didn ' t know how to 

22 

23 

correct it or how to deal with it. 

Q. You sti l l have that prob l em. 

24 answering my ·quest ions. 

You are not 

25 I'm . ask ing you very specifi c directed questions 

M & F Reporting Service (845) 562-5190 
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' 1 and you cannot articu l ate to me how you elevated your 

2 bad relationship with your mother i n to this murder, so 

3 we are going to move on. 

4 

5 

A. 

Q. 

All right. 

You fai l ed at Community Supervision . Why would 

6 we think you wou l d be a good candidate for Community 

7 Supervision? 

8 

9 

10 

A. When I was on parole, up until t h e offense, I was 

really doing pa r ole , you know, successfully. I was 

working , following my curfew . My mind was rea l ly set on 

11 tr y ing to s t ay out there and doing what I had to do. 

12 Wheh the Instant Offe n se happened, that was wh en 

1 3 · it all fell apart fo r me. 

14 Q . You ' ve had no disciplin e since 20 1 2, and that 

15 was a T ie r II . 

16 We have your COMPAS Ri sk Ass ess men t . It shows 

17 you to have a low risk of vio l ence, arrest and 

18 absconding :. 

19 No prob l ems with substances on the inside? 

20 A. No , ·· ma · ·am. I had a dir t y uri ne in 1990, and I 

21 think possession of a small amount of mar ij uana. 

22 

23 

Q. We have your COMPAS Case Plan, as wel l . 

. i . 
Were you under t he in fl uence of drugs or alcohol 

24 on the day of the mu rder? 

25 A. No . 

M & F Re porting Service 
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FUSL000021 

Q. The . Office of Mental Health has you classified as 

a Level 6, which suggests you are not in need of any 

mental hea lt h services. Do you f eel that's accurate? 

A. Yes. I feel I could bene f it from counseling or 

eve n if I could see someone to speak to, to deal with 

certa in issues that I may , you know , go through . I 

could see doing ihat. 

You . ·krow , I am always try in g to d o things 

9 t h er~peutic on my own, you know, not to fall into 

10 n egative thinking or rageful thinking . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Q. You've completed all your mandatory programs; 

including Vocational, A-SAT , ART, Phase 1 and 3 . 

You are programming i n foo d service ; is that 

correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We h ave a Parole application from the Na t ional 

17 Lawyers Guild on your behalf, dated October 8th , 2015, 

18 with various Certificates of completio n i n your file, 

19 along with l etiers of suppo rt . One fr9m , I be lieve, 

20 a n other former inmate. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. Yes·. 

Q. We also have your personal statement here . 

Peo~le go through struggles in their lives, but 

not everybody resorts to that violen c e. 

COMM . SMITH : Commissioners , any questions? 

M & F Reporting Service (845} 562-5190 
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COMM. CRUSE: 

FUSL000021 

Nothing further. Tha nk you . 

No further questions . Thank 

4 BY COMMISSIONER SMITH : 

5 Q. The . las t word is yours. Wha t else should we know 

6 t oday, t ha t we have no t discussed , t h at you feel is 

7 important for us to consider? 

8 A. I want to say I submit ted a p e r so n a l stateme nt 

9 try ing to g i ve some out line t o my history, o u r history 

10 together. 
.: , ., 

11 I know t hat I don't wan t to come across, you 

12 know, like the re is no way do I believe she deserved 

13 t ha t to happ en t o h er . I take full accountabili ty for 

14 my actions ' and what I did. 

' 15 If I am released, you know, I have been spending 

16 this amount of time i n prison , and I am going to make 

17 the most of whatever time I have left out there and 

18 spend it productively and trying to have a positive 

19 aff~ct on t he community. 

20 

21 

Q. As far as work, what cou l d you do? 

You have some reasonable assurance from the 

22 Fortune Soci e ty and Exodus, that wi ll help you. 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A . 

Yes . 

Do you need a shelter? 

Well, init ial l y, I migh t have to utilize the 

M & F Report i ng Service (8 4 5) 562-5190 
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1 services of a shelter, but Exodus and f ort une Soc i ety, 

2 they have t r a nsi tion al housing . They sa i d upon release 

3 you can c ome to the i ntake, and they will a llow you i n. 

4 They don't like to gran t it until you have a da t e . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Do 

No , 

Any 

No . 

Who 

you h a v e any 

ma'am. 

chi ld ren? 

do you have 

sibl ings? 

left, i n your fa mily , on the 

10 o ul side ? 

11 A. Only, I have on e cousin that 's left i n New York. 

12 I believe he is i n Southpor t Correc t ion a l Facility . 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Q. 

A. 

Do you ha v e · a n y con ta ct w i t h you r f at he r ? 

I met h i m o ne time , wh e n I was nine , for f iv e 

mi nutes . I t hink h e passed in ' 97 . 

COMM . SMITH: Mr. - , it ' s a l ot for us 

to consider . It's a br u tal crime . We will take 

18 everyt hing into consideration . 

19 We recognize yo u ha ve b ee n i n a long t ime . We wi l l 

20 app ly al l the s t a t utorily required factors and le t you 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

know o ur deci s ion. We wish you well . 

THE INMAT E : Thank you. 

COMM . SMITH : T han k you and have a good day. 

(Interview concl uded .) 
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DECISION 

\ 
! I 

COMM. SM I TH : 
- - ' denied. 

Ho l d 

twenty-£our months. Next appearance, 10/17 . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 Paro le is denied. After a review of t he record and 

6 interview, the panel has determined t ha t if released a t 

7 this t i me t here is a reasonable probability that you 

8 would not Jive at liberty without a g ai n v iola t ing the 

9 law . 

10 Th is decis i on is based ori the fo llowing factors: 

11 Th e Instant Offense of Murder, Second, wherein you 

12 murdered your mother. Yo u stra ngl e d h e r, s l it her 

13 throat and submerged her in a bathtub filled with water. 

14 . This extreme violence shows a t otal disregard for 

15 humari life, the l ife that gave you life. 

16 This is your third New Yor k Sta t e te rm of 

17 inca r ceration and you were on parole at t h e t i me of t he 

18 Ins tant Offense . 

19 Your record ' dates back to approximately 1980 a nd 

20 inc l udes felonies and mis demeanors, as well as prior 

21 priso n a nd/or jail and fai l ure at Community Supervision. 

22 You have failed to benefit from prior efforts at 

23 rehabilitat ion . 

2 4 Note is made by t h is Board of your lack o f 

25 Sentencing ~Mi n~ tes , COM PAS Case Plan, COMPAS Risk 

M & F Reporti ng Service (8 45 ) 562-5190 
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FUSL000021 10 

1 Assessment, rehab il itative e fforts , letters of support 

2 and/or reasonable assurance , discipl i nary record and all 

3 other required factors . · 

4 Add it i ona lly , your rel ea s e at th is time wou l d be 

5 incompatib l e with the welfare of socie t y, and would so 

6 deprecate the ~erious natu re o f the crime as to 

7 undermine respect f or the law. 

8 (A l l Commiss i oners concur . } 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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CERTIFICATION 

I , Lori Ciofalo , Court Reporter and Notary Public, 

11 

5 in and for t he State of New York , do hereby certify that 

6 I at tended the forego ing proceed i ngs, took stenographi c 

7 notes of the same, and that the foregoing, consisting oC 

8 1 1 pages, is a true and cor rect copy of the same and 

9 whole thereof . 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Lori Ciofalo 

Lori Ciofalo, Cour t Reporte r 

Dated: October 20th , 201 5 

M & F Reporting Service (845) 562-5190 


	Parole Interview Transcript/Decision - FUSL000021 (2015-10-20)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1630216085.pdf.RU5ej

