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BIAS AT THE FRONT DESK
Student, Guard in Race Incident
TIlis article is based on a statement made to The Advocate by a student
involved in an incident to be described. The security guard involved was
unavailable for comment and his name has been omitted.

r--------------------------------,

By Earl Wilson

On Monday October 11, 1993, a flrst year African-American law
student, Micheal Scercy, entered Lowenstein building. He infonned the
guard on duty that he did not have any identillcation, having left his 10
in the dormitory when he had visited the donn earlier in the day. The
guard on duty allowed him to enter the building. Mr. Scercy went to his
locker to retrieve his laptop computer while a friend waited for him at the
entrance to Lowenstein to return.
Scercy wanted to give the laptop to
his friend so that his friend could
take it in for repairs. As he was
exiting the Lowenstein building,
computer in hand and clearly visible, Scercy heard someone say "Hey
you!"
Not realizing that the person
was talking to him, Scercy kept on
walking. A man, who was white,
jumped in front of him and began
speaking to Scercy in an "aggressive manner." The man asked
Scercyto identify himself. Not knowing who the man was, Scercyasked
the man to identify himself flrst.
After identifying himself by
name as a member of Fordham
Security, Mr. Scercy told the man
his name and identilled himself as
a law student. The guard then asked
Scercy what he was carrying.
Michael infonned him that it was
his computer and he had just retrieved from his law school locker.
The guard then asked Scercy if
he had permission to cany the
laptop off of campus premises.
Scercy retorted that he didn't need
permission to cany his own property off the campus. The guard
ordered Scercy to "hand over the
computer." Scercy refused. When
asked if he had any identillcation,
Mr. Scercyinfonned the guard that
he had no ID on him but that he
had signed in at the donn and his
ID was being held there. Scercy
suggested that the guard call the
donn and ask them about it. The
guard refused. Mr. Scercy then
asked the guard to follow him to the
donn so he could get his 10 and
prove who he was. The guard rejected this proposal.
At that point Scercy noticed
that his friend, another AfricanAmerican male law student, began
walking away. When asked by
Scercy, the other student acknowledged that he saw what had transpired but that he had to leave to
make an appointment. After refusing to go to the donns with Mr.
Scercy, the guard infonned him not
to "move." Frustrated, Scercy in-

fonned the guard that he was "wasting [his) time." Mr. Scercy then
handed over his lap top to his companion and began walking towards
the donn through Lowenstein. The
guard followed Scercy as he walked '-t---------------"--,--------"=--------=----.:..:........c~
through the building and asked
Scercy's friend to follow. The friend
refused. As they approached the
guard station in the donn, the security guard following Scercy asked
the guard stationed in the donn if
he knew who Scercywas. The donn By John Mastandrea
guard answered, "Yes. He's a law
The Judge Advocates General namely, that all questions regardstudent." The guard then asked if of the four branches of the military ing sexual preference have been
Scercy's ID was in the ID box. The met with about 35 students on removed or blotted out from applidonn guard replied in the affirma- November 3, to break bread in the cation questionnair~s.
tive.
atrium and share infonnation reUnder more aggressive quesThe security guard then took garding military careers in law. A tioning the panel offered, alterna. Scercy's ID out of the box and be- contingent of 14 officers in all at- tive1y, that the military has a unique
gan looking through the log book tended.
function and must maintain refor his sign-in time. Donn security
Attempting to put some tarnish strictive policies; that its hiring
rules require that students who on all that visiting brass was a policies are ultimately legislative
visit must sign in. If a student group of about 25 protestors who decisions; and that since there were
wishes to stay for a night, a pass assembled outside to voice their no policy-makers present, "could
must be obtained from security. discontent over tJ:le military's ban we please move onto the next subMr. Scercy recollects that he had on open homosexuality within the ject?"
earlier infonned the guard that he service.
Discussion of that issue was
had signed in the day before, on
Regarding the demonstration then cut off, and students and ofSaturday, at around 3:00 PM but outside, Major General Michael ficers shortly thereafter retired to
had forgotten to sign out when he . Nardotti (Anny) said it was not at the atrium for dinner and
left campus that Sunday at 1:00 all a problem. "What people don't
AM, after studying in the library.
realize is that there has been a good Continued on Page 6
At that point, Mr. Scercyasked deal of debate over this issue even ~--------===~
the guard to return his 10 to him. within the anny," said Nardotti,
The guard refused and stated that who graduated from Fordham Law
he was going to write up a report on School in 1976.
Scercy. Scercy asked, "For what?"
Nardotti was joined by Rear
The guard did not answer. Scercy Admiral Harold Grant (Navy), Mathen requested that the guard take jor Philip Seymour (Marines), and
whatever infonnation he needed Captain Traci Guarinello (Air Force)
and return the card to him. The on a panel which presented the
guard refused to do this and con- opportunities that still exist in a
tinued to refuse to return Scercy's military career despite cuts in de10. At this point. Scercy, frustrated fense spending.
and angry and believing that the
The question-answer period,
guard's behavior and demean(,)r however, was inevitablyovershadwere racially motivated, requested owed by the on-going debate over
in "not so pleasant tenns" that the the military's so-called "don't ask,
guard address him in a "respectful don't tell" recruitment policy. That
manner."
policy, adopted to neutralize
The incident escalated into near charges of discrimination, has not
hostility, as Scercy pointed his fin- appeased all factions in this deger in the face of the guard. The bate. In response to an audience
guard then declared he was "going question, Captain Guarinello described the effect of the policy -

GALLA Protests JAG Visit
Second Year In A Row
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Commentary

GET OUT NOWI

THE ADVOCATE

By Jeremy Klausner
Catchy title, but I'm not talking
about law school. Although getting out
of law school may not be such a bad
idea either. What I am talking about is
Somalia. Now I'm sure you're thinking,
"get off it Klausner, we don't need to
hear this from you," but I don't necessarily agree. Besides, it is my column.
Seriously, the Somalia situation needs
our attention, if only letting our representatives know what we think. I think
we started off with humanitarian intent. I think we did what we could, and
unfortunately got into a messy situation (there's gratitude for you). But now
we're losing American lives with very
little reason. We really have no business sticking our noses into Somali
affairs, and it's quite apparent that our
presence is not being met with overwhelming hospitality. Dinner is over,
our host wearies, it is time to leave.
The reason given for our continued
presence in Somalia is standard political boilerplate - keeping the country
"free for democracy." But just exactly
how are we accomplishing that aim?
By systematically launching raids in
an effort to capture a man that we
decided is a criminal? By maintaining
an armed presence in the city of
Mogadishu? By reinforcing our troops
after Somalis asserted the freedom we're
supposed to be protecting? Or perhaps
by being responsible for the deaths of
countless hundreds of Somalis? It
seems to me that we've been down this
road before, with similar results and
with a black marble wall of unhappy
memories. Perhaps ifClinton had served
in Vietnam his memory would be a little
better (cheap shot, but there it is).
And what is "free for democracy"

anyway? Once a patriotic rallying cry,
it has become a catch-phrase used to
rationalize conflict. I thought keeping
democracy free meant making it possible for a people to chart its own socio- .
political destiny, rather than having
one imposed upon them. Our actions
in Somalia have no rational relationship to that end. In fact, our actions
may be having the opposite effect. There
is evidence to support the notion that
the Somalis see America as trying to
impose her will upon them. Sort of .a
mega-monarchy.
What I'm saying is that we haven't
even given democracy a chance, so how
can we profess to be protecting it? I
seem to recall a similar situation in
America in the late 1700s. We had to
fight for our freedom. Perhaps, just
perhaps General Aidid and his follow:
ers see themselves as doing the same.
Perhaps I'm wrong, and there will be a
bloody civil war, or worse. But shouldn't
Somalia be free to choose that course,
unfortunate though it might be? We
were. History has taught us that democracy is a process; different everywhere. lt must be allowed to develop,
not be imposed from the outside however noble it seems. (Anyone remember the Prime Directive?) Justimagine if General Aidid were actually the
Somali George Washington. That would
be sadly ironic. (Editor's note They said
the same thing aboutHo ChiMinh in the
sixties.)

On a lighter note, someone out
there must be reading this thing because I actually got a note in my mailbox. Thanks. And keep the comments
coming.
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SELF-SERVICE MACINTOSH & IBM
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LASER PRINTING and SCANNING
Give a profeSSional appearance to ~ur term popers with high
quality laser printing.
UPPER WEST

RESUME SERVICE

139 West 72nd Street
(Bet. Columbus & Arnst .)

• Fu/~service Resumes (or dO-it-yourself)
• Fu/~service Cover Letters
• NIoss Mailings

580-4433

UPPER EAST

COMPUTER TRAINING
Leqrn WordPerfect and other popular programs with the best
One-on-one training offered in NYC!

WORD PROCESSING SERVICE
No time to do ~ur own work? We'lf do it for you! Most iobs are
done by the next day!
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(Bet. 83rd & 84th Sts.)

535-4100

DOWNTOWN
401 Sixth Avenue
(At ati1 Street)

675-2255

The Advocate •

New s • November 8,

3

1993

FERRARO AT McNALLY
Former V.P Candidate Speaks· to
Full House on Sexism, Prejudice
by Robert Cinque

Holtzman and Abrams, but did note
that both candidates suffered an
Italian-American backlash in subsequent elections. Abrams narrowly
lost the Senate election to incumbent AI D'Amato, while Holtzman
lost a primary runoff for her position as comptroller.
The 1960 Fordham Law graduate and fonner S.B.A. treasurer,
one of only two women in her graduating class, was received warmly by
the full house at McNally. Her appearance was sponsored by
Fordham Law Women and the ItaloAmerican Law Students Association.
Ferraro was introduced by second-year student Christopher
Cuomo, representing the I.A.L.S.A,
and Associate Dean Georgene Vairo,
who described herself as fitting in
with both sponsoring groups, proclaiming herself "25% Italian by
genetics, 100% Italian gastronomically and temperamentally."
Vairo recalled one of Ferraro's
early speaking engagements at
Fordham, praising her "clear commitment to justice."
Ferraro served as an assistant
district attorney in Queens before
being elected to the House ofRepresentatives in 1978. There, she
served on the Budget Committee
and the Select Committee on Aging,
where after the 1980 election, she
fought the Reagan Administration's
cutbacks. She also sponsored the
Women's Economic Equity Act,
which outlawed many discriminatory financial practices.
Since her historic Vice-Presidential candidacy in 1984, she has
written two books and served the
new Administration as an appointee to the United Nations Human
Rights Commission Conference in
Geneva this past February. She is
presently a managing partner at
the New York office of Keck, Mahin,
Cate & Koether, and serves as a
member of several boards, including the Board of Advocates of the
Planned Parenthood Federation of
America and of the National Breast
Cancer Research Fund.

Proclaiming "a new time" for
Italian-Americans and women,
fonner U.S. Representative and
vice-presidential
candidate
Geraldine Ferraro called on her
Fordham Law School audience to
speak out against prejudice.
"We need to draw on the energies of each one of us" to solve the
nation's problems, Ferraro told students at McNally Ampitheater on
Tuesday, October 5. "We cannot
afford to waste human capital."
AI though Itali an -Americans
have made great strides, she noted
that they still suffer from more
subtle stigmatization.
She spoke of a recent comment
by Judge Weinstein of the U.S.
District Court for the Southern
District of New York. He said of an
Italian-American defendant, "I believe there's a large part of the
[Italian-American] community that
should be discouraged from entering into this line of work."
"Can you imagine him saying
that to an African-American, Jewish or any other defendant?" Ferraro
asked.
She also spoke of a conversation she had with Peter Rodino, the
longtime head of the House Judiciary Committee best known for
the Watergate investigation. In
1976, Rodino was briefly mentioned
as a possible running mate for
Jimmy Carter. Rodino told her that
rumors then surfaced about his
ties to organized crime. Talk of his
nomination stopped. "So did the
rumors," he told Ferraro.
In addressing the 1992 Democratic Senate primary, Ferraro described her efforts to avoid accusations of irregularities. She brought
in a highly respected financial auditor to make sure there were no
improprieties, no possible ties to
any sort of corrupt activity. "The
problem was," she said, "I was trying to prove a negative." As it happened, two of her opponents, Liz
Holtzman and Robert Abrams, leveled charges of organized-crime ties
against her.
Ferraro had no harsh words for

Volunteers Line Up at
Community Service Project
On September 23, members of the
Fordham Law community proved that
there is more to life than law school.
Over 200 students, faculty and
administrators were present at the fall
reception of the student-run Community Service Project, to learn more about
non-legal volunteer work. Various community groups were present, such as
the New Settlement tutoring program
in the Bronx, the Lincoln Square Neighborhood Center, Hotline Cares, Project
DOROT, and St. Paul the Apostle
Church's Momentum project for people
with AIDS, as well as representatives
from their homeless shelter. These organizations distributed information
about their exciting volunteer opportunities, and encouraged students to sign
up on the spot.
The response was staggering. The
Bronx tutoring program recruited almost ten new volunteers to participate
in their project, which matches high
school and junior high school kids with
one tutor for the year. Project DOROT
enlisted students to help distribute
food to the homebound elderly, particularly during the Jewish holidays.
Bill Geller, a Fordham Law student
who has partiCipated in past homebuilding projects with Habitat for Humanity, showed pictures of last year's
spring break trip to Ft. Lauderdale,
FlOrida; an overwhelming twenty-five
students expressed interest in this
year's trip to Lynchburg, Virginia, which
may require an additional spring break
project to a different location.
Since the reception, the CSP has
continued to assist students in finding
fulfilling volunteer programs. Many students have been interested in utilizing
their language skills and organizations
such as English In Action have been
excited to recruit new volunteers for a
program in which immigrants can improve their english. St. Lukes Roosevelt
Hospital next door has been delighted
to receive so many applicants for their
baby-holding project.
The CSP is run by Leslie Shmaruk
and Hope Pordy, third-year students
who understand that not everyone has
the time to commit to a weekly project.

Therefore, they can always suggest daylong projects, or projects that require
two hours every few months. For example, St. Paul the Apostle church
next door to the Lowenstein building
runs a homeless shelter every week
from Sunday night to Wednesday night.
Volunteers can work once a year, or as
often as they like, either helping to
prepare and serve the meal, or to stay
over as an overnight host.
In addition, the CSP participates in
day-long projects, such as a Sunday
house-building marathon in Newark in
February, or New York Cares Day, which
took place this past Saturday. Students can also help with the upcoming
book drive, by donating old books, or
by volunteering to distribute them to
various shelters and community centers. And then, for those of us who
haven't travelled through the Amazon
in the last year, participating in one of
the on-campus blood drives is an easy
way to be a volunteer.
In addition to encouraging individuals to volunteer, the CSP has instituted the Community Service Challenge. The Challenge is a contest between all campus student groups, including the various journals and moot
court, to develop their own volunteer
projects in which members can partiCipate as a group. Each group submits a
monthly accounting of total hours devoted to community service, and the
winning group will be honored at the
end of the year reception. The Latin
American Law Students Association
has already revived the tutoring program it began last year, as well as a
mentor program in which group members introduce kids to the universe of
the law student. The Urban Law Journal is in the process of instituting a
landmark project to provide food stamp
outreach and counselling to homeless
individuals in the area.
There are a myriad of ways to get
involved and volunteer. Those in search
of a rewarding volunteer experience
should talk to Hope or Leslie in Room
II, across from the student mailboxes,
or pick up a brochure and read about
existing projects.

How's Gerry Doing?
Ferraro has many fans at Fordham. Here are comments from just
a few of them:
From Mary Dontzin oJFordhamLaw Women: "FLW was deighted that
Ms. Ferraro was able to speak at Fordham," "She eloquently addressed
the challenges facing women and Italian-americans. Her achievements
exemplify the ability to succeed despite discrimination. "
From Christopher Cuomo, 1.A.L.S.A.: "The most impressive thing
a bout Geraldine Ferraro is her presence. With nothing more than that,
she made a connection with the part of us we're all proud of."
From Philip Azzolini.. I.A.L.S.A., who first contacted Ferraro over the
summer to invite her to Fordham: "I don't think I could've envisioned it
happening any better than it did," said Azzolini, "I.A.L.S.A and Fordham
Law Women put in a lot of hard work, and everyone put their egos aside
to bring it off."
,

".,

•

10

.

..

~

~

Martina Coriano of Hotline Cares speaks to a student at the
Community Service Project reception.
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Security (From Page 1)
to put" the finger pointing act in his
report. Scercy, to whom it was apparent that the guard's rude approach was racially motivated, responded in kind and left the building.
Later in the day Scercy called
the guard and asked for his ID
card. The guard told him to come to
the dorm to retrieve it. When Scercy
arrived at the dorm, the guard let
him enter into the common area.
Scercy started to walk towards the
pay phone to search for his pocket
organizer, misplaced during the
shufile of the fIrst encounter. At
that point, the guard began "yelling" at him again. He informed the
student, "Mr. Scercy, when you
enter this building you identify
yourselfl" Mr. Scercy replied that
the guard "had a problem" and
needed to address it. The guard
retorted that he was "addressing"
his problem in his report. At that
point the guard began "waving his
report" in the air. The following
day, Scercy reported the incident
to Dean Rivera.
The reports
The guard also filed a report,
with Dean Feerick. Dean Rivera
explained to The Advocate that there
are procedures usually followed in
these kinds of situations. "Dean
Feerick has both complaints simultaneously. The Dean will go
with the normal process - to have a
professor make an 'independent
assessment' rather than get in-

tembet when the new system of
'carding' entrants to the Lincoln
Center Campus buildings began.
Many professors and students feel
that the system should be relaxed
when the familiarity of the entrant
is evident. The guards on duty,
however, often simply follow orders
and make requests for IDs even
when they know who the entrant
is.
Dean Rivera recounted an incident he observed when a professional, probably an alumnus was
trying to come in, was in a rush.
"He didn't want to show his identifIcation and he gave the guard on
duty a hard time. It was clear to me
that it was someone who didn't
want to comply with the rule." Dean
Rivera opined that "This was un-

motivation?' There may [or may
not] be a racial issue involved as in
the Scercy matter. "
When asked about the potential racial bias evident in the Scercy
incident, the Dean said: "I think
that when people have concerns on
these matters we should bring them
forward to create proper forums to
deal with the issue. An aware and
enlightened student body is always
better to address a matter than to
pretend that it doesn't exist, and
this might encourage what might
be more undesirable behavior."
e _ _ e _ _e

Next: The guard's response and
Dean Rivera's theory on why there
are so many problems between Security and students and professors.

PIEPER PEOPLE
PASS rIEE:
N.YBARE
The Bar Course That Cares.

.I·

volved on his own. The professor,

who has a background in investigations, will issue a report after
interviewing both parties and asking 'the right questions, '" A report
will then be issued to Dean Feerick
on which he will rely to make his
decision. When asked to comment,
Dean Feerick stated that the issue
is still under investigation, and a
decision has not yet been made.
"Since I came to Fordham in
1990," Dean Rivera said, "this type
of incident has never happened
before. There may have been incidents." This is the fIrst bias incident the Dean believes has ever
been filed. "Students may have complained about the speech of the
professors who used the guise of
free speech to justify sexual harassment of female students," but
there have been no bias complaints
against security.
Dean Rivera also indicated that
the guard in this incident "does not'
ordinarily serve law students - usually the younger group at Rose Hill.
This may be a factor."
Part of a Larger Problem?
Dean Rivera has indicated that
security has reported that some
professors and students don't respect proper modicum of civility
with guards, who are often "persons of color." The Dean continued
that "how much lack of civility is
due to factors of color or elitism or
a perception of class or status or
the 'you should know me by now,
why are you carding me' remark is
unknown. The Dean indicated that
a report to Dean Feerick has been
made by Security complaining
about such incidents since Sep-

professional. The guard handled it
well and insisted and got the professional to show his ID. "This incident didn't appear racial, but there
may be other incidents where there
was.
Yet, Dean Rivera explained,
some guards might wave some
people thrpugh the station, and
that might create some concern on
those not waved through, which
might give rise to confrontation.
Officially, though, there are no exceptions allowed for persons the
guards recognize.
Other institutions compromise
by having people wear IDs but
Fordham cards everyone, the Dean
continued. "This is a setup for contention or incidents. The concern
in any confrontation is 'what is the

.... • • . ,
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Is a HODlosexual a Fit Parent?
By Earl PhUlips
The condition of homosexuality,
like other disorders characterized by
compulsive behavior, is morally neutral. It, like other disorders sexual and
non-sexual, does not itself render one
unfit for the custody and care of one's
child. But just as alcoholics have an
obligation to remain sober, so homosexuals and others suffering from a
sexual disorder are required to remain
chaste. A sober alcoholic and a chaste
homosexual can clearly be fit parents,
but the fitness of the virtuous is not the
question. The issue that excites people
is the effect on a child of the conduct to
which a disorder impels the child's

parent. Most people would agree, I suspect, that frequent drunkenness can
render one unfit for custody by creating situations in the home which injure
a child, sometimes in body, but always
in soul. On the other hand, people
disagree about the effect of a parent's
homosexual conduct on a child, because they disagree about all the subsidiary issues such as whether homosexuality is a disorder and the rules of
morality that govern sexual activity.
A recent decision by a Virginia
court awarding custody of a two year
old boy to his maternal grandmother
has drawn attention because the judge

Adjunct Professor Profile

Teaching the
Drug War

and the Policies
Behind It
by Robye Shaw

Jose Maldonado urges his students to ask the critical
questions.
He knows that fighting the war on drugs is no easy task. His
first-hand knowledge gives him "an appreciation for how the
criminal justice system does in fact operate." Appreciation and
experience are two things that Maldonado brings to the Drug
Law and Policy seminar at Fordham Law he teaches with
Professor Abramovsky. Enthusiasm is another.
Maldonado describes his Fordham students as enthusiastic and "engaging" in the discussion of the social issues in the
heated policy debate behind the drug war. The seminar focuses
on the theories behind narcotics legislation. "There are no right
or wrong answers," said Maldonado. The thrust is on "asking
probing questions. We, as students of the law and citizens,
can't sit back. Drug abuse in this country is a serious problem
and we don't have a solution."
A recent class discussion bears this out. A question was
posed: why should a person convicted of possessing thirty vials
of crack cocaine get twenty years, when a person possessing
the equivalent amount of cocaine in powder form gets five?
Theories began to fly. Someone with thirty vials of crack
obviously intends to deal them, while three grams of coke could
be for personal use. Crack is associated with criminal behavior.
While coke is found in more affluent circles, crack is the drug
of the inner city. None of these answers were satisfactory, yet
the discussion illuminated some of the difficult policy decisions that arise in battling the drug problem.
Right now, 75% of the monies allocated in fighting drugs is
spent on enforcement, with only 25% for treatment, education
and rehabilitation. Maldonado believes more should go toward
preventing drug abuse. "We cannot continue to treat it as a a
criminal problem," he noted. "It requires the coordination of
law enforcement and educational resources."
This coordination is something Maldonado sees as a major
challenge in his job. The various law enforcement agencies
have the "same goals," but have different "political agendas."
Jose Maldonado is a native New Yorker, having received his
undergraduate degree at Columbia College and his law degree
from NYU. He was a clerk for the Fifth and Eleventh Circuit
Courts of Appeals in Atlanta, and has held positions with the
firms of leBoeuf, Lamb, Leiby and MacRae, and Weil, Gotshal
and Manges. In 1986, he returned to public service to satisfy
his dual desire to serve the public and to practice trial
advocacy, joining the New York County District Attorney's
office and the N.Y.P.D. He is presently Chief Assistant District
Attorney in the Office of Special Narcotics.

found the boy's mother unfit by virtue mother seeks custody of the child when
of the fact she was living with another the mother refuses to stop smoking.
woman in a homosexual relation. The There are studies and a report by the
child reportedly called the woman Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
WDada". She and the boy's mother oc- that second-hand smoke it harmful to
casionally kissed and petted in front of other people, especially children with
the child.
asthma. However, the studies and the
I have not been able to read the EPA report are all questioned by comdecision, but it could well have been petent persons who argue that there is
based on a finding that the child would nothing to show that second-hand
be harmed by living in the unhealthy smoke harms even asthmatics. But
milieu created by a homosexual couple that is all irrelevant, says the mother,
whose mutual disorder gave rise to because the constitution guarantees
sexual intercourse that was not only her the right to smoke in the privacy of
immoral, but unnatural as well. Un- her own home. The judge, who does not
derlying this would be the idea that a smoke and is an ardent environmenhomosexual relation can never be any- talist, personally believes that secondthing other than a parody of a hetero- hand smoke is hamiful to others and is
sexual relation because men and Sincerely afraid that the smoking in the
women are made for each other, men mother's home will harm the child if
are not made for men nor women for the mother retains custody.
women. A man and a woman clearly
The law charges the judge with the
complete each other anatomically, while protection of the child's well-being. It is
a homosexual couple do not. But a man true that, in a controversy between a
and a woman complete each other in parent and non-parent for custody,
other realms, the spiritual and psycho- the parent is entitled to custody absent
logical, as well. A man has masculine extraordinary circumstances, but the
qualities other than his body which judge concludes that smoking in the
enable him to give a women things home of an asthmatic child is an exwhich no woman can supply, just as a traordinary circumstance because of
woman has feminine qualities which the possible danger to the child's health.
permit her to give a man things no man Moreover, he rules, the constitution
can provide.
does not give a parent a right to subject
There is a faction in our society a child to the risk of serious harm, not
which does not accept that analysis, of even in the home. Consequently, the
course, which asserts that a homo- judge awards custody to the grandsexual relation can be as natural and mother.
productive of well-being as a heteroWhat would you say to the objecsexual one, an assertion often bol- tion to the judge's ruling that wliln thus
stered with paSSionate charges of playing God, the court presumed to
homophobia and intolerance (which, predict the future and to know which
by the way, beg the question). In fact, kind of household would be best for the
this faction has no SCientific basis for baby." No doubt, ajudicial proceeding
the assertion, despite data suggesting is a clumsy instrument for deciding

a

that some people are genetically pre-

issues as deUcate and subtle as per-

disposed to homosexuality just as some
are seemingly predisposed to alcoholism. The bases for the assertion are
cultural, ideological, and political, not
scientific. Moreover, the view suggested
as that of the Virginia judge is unexceptional. Everyone held it until quite recently and even now most people probably still do.
In any event, homosexuals, like
alcoholics, are obligated to avoid immoral conduct. There are good reasons
for concluding that human beings may
realize themselves only by drinking in
moderation and confming sexual intercourse to heterosexual marriage. There
are good reasons for believing that
drunkenness and extra-marital intercourse harm both the individuals involved and society at large.
Now, given contradictory views
about relevant matters, how is ajudge
to decide a custody case when neither
the legislature nor an appellate court
has adopted one view or the other?
Suppose the child is asthmatic. The
mother smokes. After several attacks
of asthma, the child's maternal grand-

sonal relations. Still, it's a silly objection because judicial proceedings are
the only instrument w.e have and we
require judges to play God every day in
hundreds of custody cases. Yet that is
one of the objections made by Alan
Dershowitz to the Virginia judge's ruling in an article in the September 21 ,
1993, issue of The Advocate.
The only real issue in either the
hypothetical or Virginia case is whether
the judge correctly evaluated the possibility of risk to the child, and whether
the judge should have awarded custody to a non-parent on the basis of
possible rather than certain injury.
In the Virginia case, there was a
possibility that living in the milieu of a
homosexual household would seriously
damage the child by, for example, distorting the child's understanding of
sexuality and confusing the roles of the
sexes. Ajudge should not put a child at
risk in order to vindicate novel cultural
and ideological prejudices of a faction
in SOCiety. The judge did right by the
child and that is what a judge is suppose to do in a custody case.
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Scholarship Funds Bruised
in Interest Rate Tum.ble
Alumni Giving Picks Up Some Slack

Members of the Judge Advocates General Corps address Ford~
students at McNally Ampitheater.

JAG (from Page 1)
schmoozing - none of which was
very satisfying to the protestors
outside.
Andrew Richards, co-chair of
the Gay and Lesbian Law Association (GALLA), said the demonstration was directed not at the law
school's administration, but at the
military itself.
"The people they hire [here] will
be used to prosecute gays and lesbians," Richards said.
The entire event came about as
a result of the law school's decision
to not allow JAG to recruit law
students at its regular career planning events. This decision was
reached at the urging of opponents

of the military's outright ban on
homosexual soldiers and sailorsa policy since modified to "don't
ask. don't tell."
GALLA, which organized the
protest, was joined in the effort by
members of the Gay Veterans Association and the Gay and Lesbian
Bar Association. Their protest was
planned to take place entirely outside the school's front door on 62nd
Street. Protesters, however, later
entered the library and attempted
to place signs on the windows facing the atrium. Their efforts were
turned back by the school's security personnel.

,--------=-----=---------------------~
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By John Mastandrea
, Affected by the marketplace's
precipitous drop in interest rates,
the Law School is working hard to
prop up a small but ' significant
portion of its annual revenue - the
interest income earned on its endowment funds.
So far, the best strategy available to maintain the level of the
endowment's interest income is to
increase the amount of its principal. Thanks to the generosity of
alumni gifts, the school has been
able to do that, at least for now.
The Law School's endowment
totals $15.2 million. When interest
rates fall, as they have done for
some time now, so does the amount.
of interest income realized on each
endowment dollar.
It is not hard to fmd the effects
of the current drop in investment
yields. James McGough, director of
Financial Aid, said lower interest
rates directly affect the amount of
money available for scholarships
_ both the grants and the loans
made to 'students.
"Investment yields are between
2 percent and 4 percent today."
McGough said, pointing out that
seven or eight years ago rates were
as high as 11 percent. That means
the money available for scholarships isn't growing as quickly as
McGough - or students -would
like. Lower interest earnings affects not only scholarships, but
chairs and special programs as well.
Despite interest rates dropping
to 30-year lows, Fordham Law
School has been able to at least
stand its ground. In fact, the 19911992 Dean's Report showed interest earnings to be 2 percent of the
Law School's revenue for the year.
The 1992-1993 Dean's Report, not
yet released, will show interest earn-

ings to be 2.3 percent of revenue.
That's not a bad showing for a
down market, but the figures do
not tell the entire story. Last year's
endowment principal was significantly increased by major gifts, so
the school had mor~ money earning interest. Also, those revenue
figures are based on the old tuition
rate; this year's revenues will show
a greater percentage of money com' ing from the higher tuition charge,
making interest income smaller in
relation.
To keep interest earnings (and
the scholarships, chairs and programs they fund) from fading off
the map, the school has turned to
its alumni. Tina Guerrero, Director
of Development. says Law School
graduates have been very generous.
·We don't have an endowment
as large as some other law schools,"
Guerrero said, but added that one
ofthegoal'softheUniversity'sCapital Campaign was to address that
very issue.
Guerrero said that almost 16
percent of all Fordham Law School
alumni make contributions to the
school, a strong level of participation for any school. And some of
those contributions have been quite
large.
Budget Director Judith
O'Sullivan agreed lower interest
earnings are a matter of some concern, "not because giving is down,
bu t because the money given
doesn't go as far today."
O'Sullivan credits the fund-raisingabilityofDeanJohnFeerickfor
much of the law school's ability to
thrive even in this marketplace
drought. "His presence makes a
difference; he gets people to want to
give to the school."

F.3d Is Here!

w e i g l l l o r gil

It had to happen, you know. The second series of the Federal
Reporter, the beloved F.2d, was up to 999 volumes. Go to four
digits? Needlessly complicate the lives of law students? Something had to give.
And so, in pamphlet fonn, the ThirQ Series is now available in
the library! By the way, we're taking bets on how long it will take
the prolix paragons of justice in the various circuits to fill up
another 999 volumes.

C>1992 Crossword Magazine Inc.
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FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
by Tom &hoenherr.
Director oj the Public
Resource Center. Room 11

Interest

Many students have no idea of the
wealth offellowship opportunities that
are available to them during the time
that they are in law school. There are
fellowships for summer work. for essay
submissions. for research, and for postJ.D. full-time work or research. All of
these opportunities are available from
both public and private sector organizations, foundations, or lawfinns. Some
are high prestige poSitions almost at
the level of Judicial Clerkships.
Many fellowship pOSitions are
highly competitive, but others, especially those that focus upon specific
topics in legal practice or theory, are
much less so. The trick is to determine
which fellowships match your own
interest(s) and experience and which
sources to consult for more information
There are several valuable publications in the Public Interest section of
the library in the Career Planning Center which could help you go get started
in your research. The NAPIL (National
Association for Public Interest Law)
Directory of Public Legal Internships,
which is updated annually and is indexed by both state and by legal subject area. This publication lists summer internship opportunities around
the country. Another publication from
NAPIL is 'The NAPIL Post-Graduate
Fellowships Guide", organized in the
same way as the Legal Internships
Directory, but for graduating students.

.. '

A third source is "Funding for Law:
Legal Education, Research & Study";
which lists close to,5oo funding organizations and is indexed according to
their subject areas. In addition this
publication lists an extensive bibliography of other funding-related publications and databases. Finally, we
order the "Yale Guide to Fellowships"
every year. It is also found in the Career
Planning Center, and is a particularly
valuable resource if you are seeking
either summer or post-graduate fellowships in the Northeast.
Many of these additional publications and databases are accessible at
the New¥ork branch of 'The Foundation Center" which is located at 79 5th
Avenue (at 16th Street) on the 8th floor
and can be reached by telephone at
620-4230. Their hours are Monday
through Friday from 10:00 to 5:00,
except on Wednesday when they are
open until 8 :00. The Foundation Center is a national, independent, nonprofit organization established and supported primarily by foundations . The
Center is the only national source of
factual information on philanthropic
giving of its kind, and can help you find
out where to apply most appropri-ately
for funding. Using its publications and
its nationwide network of library reference collections, you will be able to
identify foundation programs which
correspond with your needs.
One of the most difficult parts of

the funding process is selecting those
foundations which might be most interested in your project from the over
27,000 active foundations ·in the U.S.
Foundations do not generally issue announcements or lists of grants they will
be awarding in the coming months or
years, so how do you find out if there
are any that might be interested in your
proposal? Foundations generally make
awards by selecting proposals most
closely related to their interests and
objectives and falling within their funding capability and geographic scope. It
takes serious, often time-consuming
research to track down those with giving records or stated objectives that are
related to your proposal. The Foundation Center's nationwide library network provides free access to all of the
materials necessary to do this funding
research and to develop a good proposal.
Grant and fellowship information
is mailed regularly to Dean Feerick, the
Public Interest Resource Center and
the Career Planning Center. When this
information is received, it is put into
the Fellowships Binders in the Career
Planning Center. The listings here are
grouped for the Class of '94 for postgraduate positions and for all other
students seeking funding for work or
research for the summer of '94.
If you are applying for one grant or
fellowship and compile all of the requested materials and information, it

may be w~ worth your while to do
some investigation to determine if you
might be able to submit one or more
additional applications to organizations
that supply funding for identical or
similar proposals. This would both
increase your chances of securing an
award and would also increase the
mileage that you would get out of all of
your hard work. Getting the first application together is the hardest and most
time©Consuming task. Additional
applica-tions would be much easier
because you could· use the same or a
slightly modified proposal statement.
As you are researching possibilities for funding or fellowships for the
Summer of '94, make notes about
sources that you discover with deadlines for applications that occur in the
Fall. This will allow you to get an early
start at the end of next summer or at
the beginning of the Fall of'94 to apply
for funding for the Summer.of'95 or for
post-graduate funding after graduation. Remember that the early bird
catches the worm.
If you are graduating next Spring,
you can pick up copies of the application forms for the NAPIL Fellowships
for Equal Justice which are due on
November 8th.
To discuss fellowship or grant funding in greater detail. please set up an
appointment with Tom Schoenherr in
the Public Interest Resource Center.

GALLA SPONSORS

AIDS AWARENESS WEEK
NOVEMBER 8 -12, 1993
As of this month, the number of Americans living with or who have died from AIDS is 339,250,

while the number of people with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, is significantly higher. The rate
of infection is now occurring most rapidly among minorities, women and children ..Heterosexual
males, many of whom have believed themselves to be at low risk, now represent over 50% of all newly
diagnosed males. As people at risk it is imperative 'that we all become educaterd about AIDS and
its prevention. Moreover, as members of the legal profession, we should actively assist those
infected and encourage further scientific advancement for a cure.
\.'

.

EVENTS

• "LEGISIATION IN THE AGE OF AIDS" -- New York City Councilperson Tom Duane, an openly
gay man living with AIDS and hope for a cure, will speak on Wednesday, Nov. 10th at 5 p.m. iIi room
303.
• A section of the AIDS gUILT is on. display in the library. Each segment has been made by
families to commemorate the loss of a loved one.
'
• Donations for non-perishable foods for the AIDS RESOURCE CENTER are being accepted all
week. The collection box is in front of the GALIA board in the basement.
• Literature on prevention, legal and medical issues, and volunteer opportunities is available in
front of the GALIA board.
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BOTTLE AND GLASS
By James C. Maroulis
Most people only drink one variety
of white wine, Chardonnay. Although
the Chardonnay grape produces many
outstanding whites, it's a shame that
people don't try the range of choices
available at most wine shops. Most
shops carry many inexpensive white
wines that offer a nice alternative to
Chardonnay monotony. Today's column is a brief introduction to some of
the Chardonnay alternatives available
at your local wine shop.
Chardonnay and
Hidden
Chardonnay
Before discussing the alternatives,
let me say a few things abou t
Chardonnay. Although my favorite
white wines are made from the
Chardonnay grape, people have forgotten that there are other types of white
wine. In New York restaurants, people
now commonly ask, "Wbatis your house
Chardonnay?" Further, I've spoken
with people who said that they don't
like white wine. When I asked them
what types of white they had tried,
most of them could not recall trying
anything other than Chardonnay.
The Chardonnay grape is used to
produce most white wines carried by
New York wine stores. Shelves are
packed with a plethora of California
Chardonnay varietals. These wines
say "Chardonnay" on the label and are
made from a minimum of 75%
Chardonnay grapes. Further, other
countries are getting into the act. Argentina, Australia, Chile, Hungry, Romania, and Sou th Africa are all making
Chardonnay. Even traditional wine
countries such as France, Italy, and
Spain are now labelling their wines as
"Chardonnay."
But that's not all. There are many
bottles of hidden Chardonnay on the
shelves. Although they don'tindicate it
on the label, almost all French white
Burgundies
are
made
from
Chardonnay. These include: PuillyFuisse', Macon Villages, Macon, Chablis, Chassange-Montrachet, PUlignyMontrachet, Meursault, and practically
everything called "Bourgogne Blanc."
Additionally, white Beaujolais and
many Champagnes are made from
Chardonnay.
Chardonnay Alternatives
Sauvignon Blanc
The Sauvignon Blanc is the Avis of
white wine grapes: it's number two and
it tries harder. Vintners on several
continents make fine wines from this
varietal. Despite their efforts, however,
it has never equalled the Chardonnay's
reputation. Although I am tempted to
feel sorry for this long-suffering grape,
I am happy that it has not achieved
notoriety because it is a marvelous
bargain.
The easiest Sauvignon Blancs to
spot on the shelves are the varietals
from California and Australia that are
named "Sauvignon Blanc." Although'
these wines may be made from several
grapes, they are predominantly
Sauvignon Blanc. Very few of the California and Australian wines sell for
more than $12 a bottle; most sell for
less than $10. Almost all of these wines
are undervalued and are worth a look.
Unfortunately, some California
Sauvignon Blancs are called "Fume'
Blanc." This term was coined by Robert Mondavi in an attempt to get his
wines to sell better. I don't know if it
worked, but I do know that it has
caused needless confUSion.
Sauvignon Blancs can be dry or
semi-sweet. The dry Sauvignon Blancs
are generally sharp, crisp, acidic wines
that have decent fruity flavors. See.
~, Robert Mondavi Fume' Banc (California, $8); Simi Sauvignon Blanc (California, $8); Taltami Sauvignon Blanc

(Australia, $8). The semi-sweet wines
can be smooth, rich, and fruity. If you
would like to try one of these, I strongly
recommend the Caymus Sauvignon
Blanc. For $11, this is one of the best
white wine values going. See also
Carmenet, 1989, Reserve Bottling
Sauvignon Blanc, Barrel-Fermented
($12) .
There are also many French
Sauvignon Blancs that don't have the
grape's name on their labels. France's
Bordeaux region produces a number of
Sauvignon-based wines. The best of
these come from Graves sub-region,
and they have "Graves" on the label.
These are dry, strong, rich, complex,
fruity, flowery wines with sligptly grassy
flavors. The best white Graves are very
expensive, and even the lesser wines
generally aren't cheap. Yet, these wines.
are fairly priced, and some of them can
be really tasty. Ifyour looking for a very
good white Graves, try Chateaux La
Louviere; if your looking for an excellent white Graves, try Chateaux De
Fieuzal; if your looking for a ridiculously expensive bottle of white Graves,
try Chateaux Haut-Brion Blanc.
Many inexpensive Sauvignon
Blancs are produced in a region of
Bordeaux called Entre-Deux-Mers.
These dry wines say "Entre-Deux-Mers"
on the label and are reasonably priced.
Most of these are decent quality, dry,
grassy, pale white wines that sell for
$8- 15 a bottle . Dry California
Sauvignon Blancs, however, are usually a better bargain.
In Southern Bordeaux , the
Sauvignon Blanc is blended with the
Semillion and Muscadelle grapes to
produce some of the world's frnest sweet
wines. In Sauternes. 8arsac, Loupiac,
Ste.-Croix-du-Mont, and Cadillac, vintners don't pick the Sauvignon -Blanc
until October or November. As the
grapes sit on the vines , a fungus attacks them and sucks most of the
water out of them. As the water level
decreases , the proportional sugar content soars. As a result, the grapes
produce rich, viscous, nectar-like wines
that must be tasted to be believed.
Further north, the Sauvignon Blanc
thrives in France's Loire Valley. Here
the grape is used to produce a number
of wines. See. e.g., Sancerre, Quincy,
Reuilly, and Pouilly Fume. Unlike the
Sauvignon Blancs from Bordeaux,
many of these wines are excellent values. All of them are dry whites; some of
them are bone dry. They generally compliment fish very nicely, particularly
shellfish. Many of these wines sell for
$10 or less, and almost all of them sell
for under $20.
Reisling
The Reisling is a grape commonly
produced in Germany, California, New
York, and France's Alsace region. This
grape is also used to make both sweet
and dry wines.
confess that I am no Reisling expert. I almost never drink domestic
Reislings or German Reislings. I have
avoided them because I have had bad
experiences with cheap German wines
and with dreadful California wines with
"Reisling" emblazoned on the jug.
Yet, I have decided to reconsider
my position for several reasons. First,
I have tried a few top-quality, sweet
German Reislings that are incredible.
Although these wines are expensive,
some of them can be very rich and
absolutely packed with fruit flavors.
Second, over the past two years, I have
begun to drink dry Alsatian Reislings,
and they are a magnificent bargain.
For $10, you can buy a very nice bottle
of Reisling made by Hugel or ZindHumbrecht. For less than that, you
can buy a good Reisling made by Spaar

or Trimbach. These Reislings are good
dry whites with spicy, fruity flavors.
Third, a friend of mine introduced me
to a couple of good, dry, New York
reislings. Quite frankly, I was shocked.
I'll get the names to you soon.
Gewurztraminer
This grape is used to produce both
dry and sweet wines in Germany, California, and France's Alsace region. Like
the Reisling, it can be quite dry or can
be made into "late harvest" dessert
wines. Unlike the Reisling, however,
the Gewurztraminer has a very distinctive spicy aroma and taste. Most people
either like this grape a lot, or they
dislike it intensely. Not only does the
Gewurztraminer match very nice1ywith
many spicy foods, but it perfectly compliments asparagus.
A dry
Gewurztraminer's spicy flavor is the
perfect foil for the asparagus' tangy,
vegetal, stalky taste. Further, the
Gewurztraminer is a good bargain because not many people drink this wine;
as a general rule, people don't drink a
wine if they can't pronounce it. For a
good, dry, $10 Gewurztraminer, try the
Hugel or the Zind-Humbrecht. For a
good, sweet Gewurztraminer, look for
late harvest Gewurztraminers from
California. Many of them are sold in
half bottles.
White Rhones
France's Rhone region makes many
fine, inexpensive, full-bodied white
wines. At the low end of the market,
white Rhone's are simply called ·Cotes
du Rhone." Many of the wines sell for
under $8. They are generally highalcohol, strong, spicy white wines with
low acidity and a nice degree of fruitiness. Because these full-bodied wines
have low acid levels, they aren't the
best wines to drink with white-meat
fish or shellfish. Yet, because of their
strength, these wines can stand up to
heavier foods. For a good, cheap bottle,
I strongly recommend E. Guigal's Cotes
Du Rhone. For $7, it is hard to beat this
stuff. At the higher end of the market,
the Rhone Valley makes some excellent
wines. Because they are not in demand, these wines are a good value.
The top wines are made by a number of
producers in the Hermitage and
Chateauneuf-du-Pape sub-regions.
Although inadequate funding has prevented me from extensively exploring
these wines, once again, I can recommend E. Guigal's whites. Ask your
local merchant for others.
White Italian Wines
I generally don't write about Italian
wines because my colleague Carol Remy
handles this subject. Yet, I must note
that there are a number of tasty Italian
whites that are frne alternatives to
Chardonnay. I have had several Gavi
white wines from Piedmont, and they

all have been quite good. Typically
these are slightly dry wines with medium bodies and tasty fruity flavors. I
have particularly enjoyed the wines
called "Gavi di Gavi." Most of these
wines sell in the $10 range and definitely warrant further examination. I
have also enjoyed several refreshing,
light, cheap Italian white wines. Although most of them are nothing special, cheap Chardonnay usually isn't
that great either.
White Spanish Wines
Although they can be spotty, some
Spanish white wines are nice. As with
most of their wines, the Spanish only
sell white wines that are fully mature.
If you look at the color of a bottle of
white Spanish wine, you may notice
that it has a deep, yellow color. This is
caused by one of two factors . First, the
wine may be golden because it is fully
mature. As a general rule, white wines
tum more golden as they age. Second,
these wines may tum color because
they are maderized. Maderization is a
type of alcoholic oxidation that occurs
when a wine has spent too much time
in an oak cask. The wine turns an
amber color, loses its fruity flavors,
and tastes rather nasty. To avoid
maderized wines look for the lighter,
yellow-colored Spanish white wines.
Ifyou can avoid the burnt, oxidized
wines, Spanish whites are a good buy.
White wines from the Rueda region sell
for under $8. Many of these are nice,
strong, oaky, wines with little acid and
a moderate degree of fruit. See. e.g.,
Marquis de Riscal, Reuda ($5). Also,
for around $10-12, there are a few good
whites from Spain's Rioja region. Although these wines have the same
general character as the Ruedas, they
tend to be..more.smooth, complex, and
full-bodied.
Pretentious Tasting of the Month
This month, Dionysus smiled upon
your friend and humble narrator, and
I was fortunate enough to drink three
glasses of 1961 Chateau Haut-Brion
(Premier Grand Cru Classe') from
Graves in Bordeaux. 1961 is supposed
to be one of the best vintages ever, and
Chateau Haut- Brion is one of
Bordeaux's top red wines. My father
was given this bottle 30 years ago, and
he finally decided to open it last week.
The Haut-Brion has a strong, deep,
sweet, caramel, blackcurrantnosewith
hints of tobacco. On the palate, it is a
dry, strong, spicy wine with tastes of
tobacco. This wine is very well balanced , very long, and has a wonderfully complex variety of flavors . Although it is 32 years old, this wine
tastes remarkably youthful and probably can last another decade. A legend.

Calling all singers,
strummers and
storytellers!
The Advocate is sponsoring an "Unplugged" night at the Plaza
Cafe in the Lowenstein Building on Thursday, January 20, and
performers of all stripes are invited. The intimate setting of the
Plaza Cafe allows singers and comedians alike to connect with
their audience - without microphones.
All interested performers should sign up on The Advocate's
bulletin board, which is conveniently located opposite the Student
Lounge on the Garden Level, or call us at 636-6964. We look
forward to hearing from you!

, -________________________________________________- ._________T_h_e_A_d_v_o_ca_t_e__e __F_o_r
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Hearsay
Clan na' Gael and Amnesty International sponsored
a talk about the killing of Sinn Fein election
workers in Northern Ireland on Monday October 18th.
Members of the Italo-American Law Students Association and friends had a bang-up affair at Luna
Restaurant on Mulberry Street on Thursday, October
28th. Twenty-five diners of diverse ethnicity
shared entrees and vino, and joined Tom Giordano in
several rousing choruses of "Eh, Compare". Afterward, many in the group met up with Clan na' Gael
at Paddy O'Reilly's in midtown.
Prof. Richman is looking for a research assistant
to work on plea bargaining, sentencing, prosecutorial
misconduct, and conflict of interest issues. Some
of the work needs to be done during the Fall
semester, but most will probably be for the Spring.
If interested, please leave a resume in the
Professor's mailbox or under his office door (Rm.
336) .
There will be a reception to welcome new and
returning law students on Tuesday, November 9 from
5:30-8:00 pm at the home of Steven Sandler, 366
Broadway (corner of Franklin St.) Apt. 6D. This
event is sponsored by the National Lawyers Guild and
i s free of charge to students, faculty, and members
of the JUdiciary. Others must pay $10.00.
For
information, call (212) 406-0700.
Sarah Watson won the Wormser Moot Court Competition
this past Wednesday, besting finalists James Bliss,
Michael Cryan and Sarena Straus. Ms. Straus also won
Best Brief with Alexandra Militano.More Moot Court
news coming up in future issues, so stay tuned!
A blast from the past: In The Advocate of December
1, 1977, one Andres S. Valdespino wrote a letter to
the editor complaining, .. I am sick of seeing
pictures of Bruce Birns [the sports columnist] in
the school newspaper ... If his face appears once
more in The Advocate, I will cancel my subscription." We were so inspired by this wisdom that we
considered selling subscriptions,
but thought
better of it. One of these days, though, we will put
our p i ctures in the paper.
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Making It
to the Show
By Robert Cinque
Want to become general counsel of a major sports franchise?
Just do what David Howard
did.
Graduate from Fordham Law,
clerk for Judge Pratt at the Second
Circuit and go to work for Davis
Polk in litigation department. After
a few years, answer an ad in the
New York Law Joumal for ajob as
general counsel with Major League
Baseball. Wait eight or nine months
for them to sift through some 10,000
resumes, then interview for a position in the commissioner's office,
and accept their offer. Then, after a
year or so, get to know AI Harazin

David Howard,
Fordham Law
'85, takes the
scenic route to
the General
Counsel's office
at Shea Stadium.
and accept his offer to sign on with
the Mets.
"It was probably not the typical
path, but I'm not sure what typical
is," said Howard. "The opportunities are so rare."
Most law students would love
such a job, but few would know
just what the job of general counsel
for a major league team entails.
"I'm the generalist here," said
Howard. "I deal with everything
from the mundane to the interesting to the newsworthy to the bizarre, like bleach investigations and
firecracker incidents."
The well-documented travails
of the 1993 Mets, along with the
changing of general managers, put
Howard in constant contact with
the media, including appearances
on WFAN and numerous pregame
television shows. "More than I cared
for," he said. "We didn't have the
upper layer here to field the questions." There was a gap between AI
Harazin's departure and new GM
Joe McIlvaine's arrival. and it fell to
Howard to meet the press on the
Vince Coleman and Bret
Saberhagen affairs.
"Given the circumstances that
presented this opportunity," he observed, "I would have much preferred to be anonymous."
He was asked ifballplayers were
actually getting in more trouble
than in days of yore, or if there is
just more media exposure of incidents.
"A little bit of both. It's publicized more. In the old days, the

print media focused on the games,
but now that games are on television, there's no need for the print
media to focus on the game itself.
So they look to other newsworthy
topics, and particularly in New York,
there's a lot more competition for
scoops. There were probably many
stories in the forties and fifties, as
I understand it, there was a
gentleman's agreement between
writers and the players in the old
days.
"Players today are different,
too," he continued. "They make a
substantial amount of guaranteed
money, and it has to affect their
drive. Before the Messersmith decision in the '70s, a player had to
work hard year in and year out to
keep making money."
Howard credits the "broadbased, sound foundation in the
law" he received from Fordham with
providing him the background to
handle the diverse duties in his
present job, with coursework from
antitrust and federal courts to
trademarks and patents.
Davis Polk's unassigned program also contributed to his generalist background. "I was a fourthyear associate and I still hadn't
committed [to litigating or corporate work). This put me in very good
stead with Major League Baseball,
because they were looking for a
litigator with corporate experience."
"Litigation experience is invaluable, .. Howard said. "Even if you do
corporate work, a large part of your
work is done either in anticipation
of litigation, or in avoiding it. A
large part of your work includes
anticipating what a court will do."
"It's often been said that baseball is such a good game, it overcomes all kinds of deficiencies."
The World Series, Howard pOinted
out, is still the biggest draw in
sports.
Baseball's top priorities, he
maintained, are to settle the labor
issue and to appoint a new commissioner.
"The owners have done well to
run baseball by committee, but
that's not the most efficient way to
run things. We need highly-trained
professionals in the Commissioner's
office to deal with the issues on a
full-time basis."
r-------------------------------,
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To: The Fordham Law School Community
From: Fordham Law Community
Service Project
New York Blood Services
Peter A. Zimmennan, MD
Date:

October 20, 1993

On behalf of everyone involved
in the organization of the blood drive,
and the 115 people who will be receiving
life-sustaining blood because of your
generosity last week, I would like to
thank everyone who participated, or
attempted to participate in last
Thursday's effort. The tum-out was not
only overwhelming, but also, as you
might not be aware, record-breaking we beat last year's drive by 2! So that
your effort, slight pain, and mild
lightheadedness do not go completely
unnoticed, a list of all who participated
follows :
Christena P. Alexandrou
David B. Anders
Artemis Anninos
David Balaban
Monique Bautista
Andrew P. Beame
William J. Beausoleil
Richard J. Bell
Raymond M. Bernardini
Michael S. Bertrand
Kathleen P. Bleach
Jason D. Bokor

TheAdvocate

Stephanie M. Bosworth
Elise Brockman
Gian A. Brown
Jorge Burgos
Raymond 1. Canosa
Julia L. Charriott
Christina Chiaramonte
Lowell A. Citron
Robert H. Cohen
Julianne Cohn
Anne M. Cunningham
Matthew 1. Cushing
Constance D' Agostino
Rachele A. David
Alicia Diaz
Eileen M. Didie
Jacqueline M. Didier
Mary H. Dontzin
Daniel G. Ecker
Steven R. Eichel
Michael Emanuel
Diana L. Figueroa
Craig L. Finger
Michael P. Fitzgerald
Cory S. Aashner
Paul C. Garfinkel
Justin P. Gibbons
Thomas Giordano
Laura N. Goldman
Melissa A. Goldstein
Robert T. Gonzalez
Rachel E. Green
Justin T. Green
Erol Halili
Peter F. Harrington
Wayne E. Heller
Ellen R. Hertensten
Shari N. Hines

Gail D. Hollister
Edward A. Hosp
Marta Hrycyn
Amy S. Huang
Adam F. Ingber
Ray Javdan
Silvia Jordan
Paul Kapassakis
Benjamin A. Kaplan
Sarah Kim
Eva Landeo
Ethan Leonarp
Stephen J. Lieb
Jordan Lippner
Mary Jean Maddia
Thomas M. McDennott
Matthew G. McGuire
Brian McSherry
Patrick Mercurio
Cannen A. Mesorana
Geoffrey W. Millsom
Brenda A. Murphy
Catherine Murrell
Janice E. Newman
Kevin P. O'Donnell
David J. Ohebshalom
Colin X. O'Neill
John S. Palmieri
Christine E. Pardo
Belkis Polanco
Robert J. Quinn
Alan Rabinowitz
Ellin M: Regis
Helen Rhee
Dll,niel C. Richman
Kim E. Richter
Brian L. Rooney
Colleen P. Rooney
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1500 Broadway
New York, NY 10036
(212) 719-0200 (800) 472-8899
(201) 623-3363 (203) 724-3910
FAX: (212) 719-1421

Simon C. Roosevelt
Lee D. Rudy

Heather Sager
Jeffrey W. Saks
Henry Sargent
Olaf Christian Schmidt
Thomas J. Schoenherr
Philip C. Semprevivo
Miriam Shames
Carol W. Sills
Noreen Soto
Christian M. Steiner
Manal Sultan
Michael Sweeney
C. Alex Teu
Jorge L. Torres
Piero A. Tozzi
Scott A. Trainor
Donna L. Turner
Adrienne L. Valencia
Jennifer P. Veridiano
David B. Vennont
Maria Volakos
Tara Jane Walsh
Lee A. Waxen berg
Christina M. Whelton
Michael Windennan
Peter A. Zimmennan
Daniel N. Zinman

Thanks again for your selfless gift.
Sincerely,
Peter A. Zimmennan, MD
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20 Park Plaza, Suite 931
Boston, MA 02116
(61i) 695-9955 (800) 866-7277
FAX: (617) 695-9386
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Musical Notes

Billy Joel at the Garden
By Lisa H. Greene
How many of us have geekedout to the point of no return where
we would turn down Billy Joel tickets in favor of yet another fruitless
discussion about Section 2-207 of
the UCC? Clearly, not all of us. Not
only have there have been confirmed lL sightings at the recent
Billy Joel concerts, but Fordham
Law Studs from every year have
been spotted at The Dead and at
Paul Simon. Amazing what a little
rock and roll can do to ease that
guilty "study" conscience.
From the moment he stepped
onto the stage and belted out A
Matter of Trust, all those guilty
thoughts about leaving the Contracts book closed for the night in
favor of an evening with Billy Joel
at the Garden magically melted
away.
The lights went out for a moment and when they came back up,
there he was ... Long Island's favorite son looking so hip in doublebreasted black threads, gleefully
rocking the house. Billy Joel was
home and everything about the
concert reflected just how psyched
he was to be back.
Sometimes when a great artist
tours on a new but mediocre album, many fans share the same
fears, "What if he only plays the
new stuff that just isn't that great?"
or "What if he won't play the classics I'm really coming to hear,"
(remember when Sting announced
he'd never play Roxanne again because he needed to move on?). Not
an issue for the Billy Joel fan. The
River of Dreams tour, promoting
Joers latest album of the same
name, has been sold-out since tickets went on sale (for about 15 minutes) in late August and it's easy to
see why. Billy Joel gives an energetic, diverse concert exclusively
for his fans.
Mter opening with A Matter of
Trust, Joel followed up with an
intense performance of Pressure,
poetically capturing the tortured
existence of the Fordham First Year.
The crowd went wild when Joel
fmally sat down at one of the two
pianos that periodically popped up
from beneath the stage to show off
some fancy fmger work and sing
New York State of Mind.
He mixed things up a bit with a
double dose from the River of
Dreams album, the beautiful ballad Good Ni~htAn~el and the popular hit In the Middle of the Night.
He slipped in AniUY Young Man
and even Allentown before the concert really got going.
Joel took time to talk to the
audience, sometimes the comedian,
other times the storyteller, but always the musician. He switched
effortlessly from guitar to piano to
accordion and back again. He
charmed and chatted his way
through the band intros and didn't
seem to mind the throngs of front
rowers grasping at his legs. Even
his stage was built for maximum
audience enjoyment as there were

virtually no obstructions from any
angle. Pianos emerged from the
stage at various locations and Joel
tirelessly sang to every comer of
the place. He seemed comfortable
with the warm, enthusiastic response he was getting from the
crowd and reflected that in the
second half of his show.
When the grand piano moved
center stage and Billy Joel played
the fIrst few notes of Scenes From
an Italian Restaurant, the Garden
was transformed into the largest
rock and roll back-up group in
history. If you thought Jerry and
the Boys were the only rockers with
fans who could sing every word to
every song the band ever recorded,
think again. You haven't lived until
you've heard a Gardenful of New
Yorkers belting out the story of

Brenda and Eddy, word for word,
beat for beat, with Billy Joel. Truly
amazing stuff. The group sing-along continued with My Life, An
Innocent Man, GoodniiIDt Sai~on,
We Didn't Start the Fire and a few
excellent attempts at some Jimmy
Hendrix classics.
But those who grew up on the
piano man's music wanted more of
the old tunes and Joel did not
disappoint. He fmished up with a
trio of classic songs, It's Still Rock
and Roll To Me, You May Be RiiIDt
and a truly fantastic version of
Only The Good Die Young that had
everyone in the place up and dancing.
Even though the concert was a
great one, the fans refused to let it
end. Zippos and matches almost
ignited the upper sections and

chants of- "-Billy" really shook the
walls. And so, he reemerged for
some killer encores that included
Bi~ Shot and LiiIDts On Broadway.
Both unbelievable, both keeping
scores of fans on their feet but the
third and fInal encore was what the
magic of Billy Joel is all about.
Alone on stage with his piano
front and center, Billy Joel sang
Piano Man and thrilled every fan in
the place. At one poillt he stopped
playing and let a Gardenful ofgrateful fans serenade him with the lyrics "sing us a song you're the Piano
Man, sing us a song tOnight, cause
we're all in the mood for a melody
and you've ,got us feeling all right."
He sang and he played and he sure
had everyone at Madison Square
Garden feeling all right that Monday night in October.

PIEPER WANTS YOU

To SWITCH Your-Bar Review!
Don't lose money because of a foolish
mistake! You can make a change without
losing any money! Pieper will credit up to
.
$300 put down on another review course'.
All you have to do is send in proof of payment with your application.

IT'S THAT SIMPLE!
SO DON'T WAIT!!! CALL NOW!!!
PIEPER NEW YORK MULTISTATE BAR REVIEW, LTD.

1-800-635-6569
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