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79TII CONGRIESS SENATE f REPOT
2d Session No. 892

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENTIAL
SUCCESSION

JANUARY 24 (legiglatiV'c (lay, JANITAIiY 18), 1916.-Ordercd to be printed

Mr. GREnEN, flom01 the Commllllittee onl Prlivileges and Elections,
submitted the following

R1EP 0 R T
[To accompany 8. Con. les. 50]

The Committee on Privileges nd(l Elections, to whom was referred
the coclul1rre0n11t resolution (S. Con. Rtes. 50) relating to thle succession
to thle Pt'esidency of the United States, having consi(lldre(l the silme,
report favolrably lh(Weoonl without U indidmen t a1l( recomilleneid that
the c.onceulrret resolutioll (10 pass.

Perlhap)S no 5IsUject has a1roused more specuIlatiol a(l ldichscussion
ovor the years than the method of election of tlhe Iresiclent andl Vice
President and succession to tIlo Preosidency. Moreover, any intelli-
gent discussionn of this', subject *is celetainl to involve giavo legal nd(1
constitutional questiolls. M\411n1y of these questions have fromil time
to time come to thle attention of your committee ill the form of p)o-
po)sedl legislation. Thle interrelaiion between the many issues il-
volved is such that no Ome phase of the su1)ject cnl 1)e givenI a(eqllato
consideration without a thorough examination of the whole subject.

Oln Jine 1.9, 1945, the Pr-esident sent ai message to thl( Colnlgr'Iess,
i1equesting action on1 the question of l'resi(1leticsuc'es'soi. 11ils
an1( joint r-esolutions have beeii intro(luce(l ill the Senllate touchirll
this question. There has 1)een referred to your committee at bilp,
I-. It. 3.587, passed by thlel House during the last session seeking to
carny olt the objective of the( Pre.0'sident's mlOessage, Otllher )iIlls nl(1
)lOI)(osed constitutional andm11e11nts (Iealing With 801110s esj)Ct of thO
siIb(ect are p)en(dlng 1)efore Senate an( House commn01ittees.

'1o what extent existing law is inadequate, to what extent th1e
p)rob1)11ems involved may 1)e solved I's1)Yagisntion, a1n(1 to what extent
it will be necessairy to resort to constitutionalamilendment, has not beenl
thololrghly calnvassed. I

Il these cilrculmstances yourl committee believes that it is desirable
to have a full and complete study of all matters connected with thle
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succession to the Presidency and the election of the President and
Vice President, by a joint committee of the Senate and House of
Representatives, and accordingly recommends that Senate Concurrent
Resolution 50 be adopted. The resolution creates a joint congres-
sioi)al committee composed of five Members of the Senate and five
Members of the House of Representatives to make a full and com-
plete study and investigation of all matters connected with the suc-
cession to the Presidency and the election of the President and Vice
President, from the time, of the nomination of the President and Vice
President through the time of their election and the time of their
inauguration until the termination of their respective terms of office,
with the purpose of making the law certain as to the Presidential
election and succession. Reference to the terms of the resolution will
indicate the many and grave questions that are involved. The in-
vestigation may disclose others, in 'addition to the matters specified.
Some of the questions involved are partially, and some will say
inadequately, covered by the provisions of existing law. Others are
in the category of matters on which the Constitution has authorized
the Congress to legislate, but no legislation has been enacted. In the
case of still other matters any change must be brought about by
constitutional amendment.

In recent months there has been particular agitation for a change
in the law on Presidential succession. Tills generally follows the
death in office of a President. Under the resolution the joint coin-
mittee will consider whether any change is necessary in the law of
Prosidontial succession, along with other issues involved in the whole
question.

It is believed that inasmuch as the committee is required to submit
its final report not later than May 1, 1946, no time should be lost in
the adoption of this resolution. It is hoped that a great deal of
valuable information aiwd background for intelligent action will be
obtained and that, as a result, all uncertainties as to those important
questions may be removed an(l all contingencies in connection with
the election and succession of Presidents and Vice Presidents may
)e provided for adequately.
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