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_ New South Wa le
Australils
bth Sept o4

hear Jrs. Perraro

Hor technicsl reasons the (J.S. cannot launch a 11rst
strike. To change this would take a ueliterate act of changing
existing machinery. (thst's all I sm allowed to say) I suppose
if the Russians sent a nuclear btomt over to the U.5. 1t would te
possitle to launch the J.S. second strike once it had explodea.
To this extent a nuclear war by accident is possible.

Iven if the Russian tomb had exploded i1in the U.S5. there
1s still the need for President Reegan to make the aecision to
launch the se¢cond strike and 1 suppose he would ask tor advice,
tertore the U.S. second strike is launched.

There remsins the possitility thsat President Reagsn would
not send over the secona strike even 1i the U.S5. was llattened.
I cannot read President Resgan's mind slthough I think 1 get the
impression that he is totally against a nuclear war. This
possibility is one ol the reasons why he is so strong, irom
what I can work out, on conventional war and derence bty 1it.

( I might be wrong)

There has been s sugpestion that a drunken rauioman and
a drunken captain on a8 nuclear sutmarine carrying nuclear
missiles could launch a nuclear war bty themselves, These
suggestions overlook the fact that there is an additional salety
device on the missiles theuwselves that prevent them being
launched unless there has teen @ nuclear tombt explodeda in the
U.S. ( it is an electronic device thst has a8 miniture computer
in it ) If this maslfunctioned then there might bte a possitility

that the two drunken men could stsrt g nuclesar war.

Yours Faithiully
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