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AFGE SPEECH

THANK YOU, KEN, FOR THES’TERRIFIC WELCOME. THESE
PAST FOUR YEARS HAVE BEEN TOUGH AND CHALLENGING ONES FOR FEDERAL
EMPLOYEES -- BUT WHEN IT COMES TO TAKING ON CHALLENGES, THIS

UNION HAS ONE OF THE TOUGHEST LEADERS IN AMERICA IN KEN BLAYLOCK.

I ALSO WANT TO EXTEND A SPECIAL GREETING TO YQOUR
EXECUTIVE VICE->RESIDENT, JCHN STURDIVANT, WHO WCRKED CLOSELY
WITH ME CN THE IEZMOCRATIC PLATICTPM -- WEICH BY THE WAY LOCKS
BETTER AND BETTER THE MORE YOU READ THE 1Sth CENTQRY PLATFORM

THE REPUBLICANS PRODUCED IN DALLAS.

YOU COULDN'T HAVE PICKED A BETTER PLACE THAN CLEVELAND
FOR THIS YEAR'S CONVENTION, BECAfise you can'T FIND A BETTER
OR STRONGER SUPPORTER OF FEDERAL WORKERS THAN CONGRESSWOMAN
MARY ROSE O2KER. I'VE BEEN PROUD TO WORK SIDE-BY-SIDE WITH MARY
RCSE ON BEHALF CF FAIR PLAY, FAIR BENEFITS, AND FAIR WCRKING
CCNDITICNS ©OR TEE MEN AND WCMEN _WHO MAKE OUR GOVERNMENT WCRK.

Q> & Comnce Uhi Deprearzpy T2 See 0~

WP% VLW P®aco “wito A8 & KAPeLc A3

CVZXNMENT WORKERS, YOU UNDERSTAND, PERHAPS BETTER

THAN MOST, THE STARK CHOICE WE FACE IN THIS ELECTION.

IT IS A CHOICE BETWEEN TWO VISIONS OF THE FUTURE AND

TWO APPROACHES TO NATIONAL LEADERSHIP.

NCWHERE WAS THAT MORE VIVIDLY DEMONSTRATED THAN AT

THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION LAST WEEK IN CALLAS.

FOR FOUR LONG DRAYS, MR. REAGAN AND THE REPUBLICANS
GAVE US SPEECH AFTER SPEECH DUCKING RESPONSIBILITY AND CASTING

BLAME.



BLAME THE FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD FOR HIGH INTEREST

RATES.
BLAME THE CONGRESS FOR RECORD DEFICITS.
BLAME THE RUSSIANS FOR THE COLLAPSE OF ARMS CONTROL.
BLAME THE POOR FCR BEING POOR AND THE HOMELESS FOR
EEING CN THE STREETS.

AND WHEN YOU CAN'T THINK OF ANYONE ELSE TO BLAME,

BLAME THE GOVERNMENT AND FEDERAL WORKERS.

WELL LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING. I, FOR ONE, AM SICK

AND TIRED OF THE POLITICS OF BLAME.

IT ISN'T THE FEDERAL WORKER WHO SENDS UNCLE SAM AN
$1100 BILL FOR A 22 CENT PLASTIC STOOL CAP. IT'S FEDERAL

WORKERS WHO HAVE FERRETTEC CUT THE ABUSES AND BLCWN TEZ WHISTLE

IT ISN'"T THE :=CZERT WORKER WHO LOUBEIES THE WEITE EIUSE
AND THE EPA FOR DELAYS IN TOXIC WASTE CLEAN-UP. IT'S THEE FEDERAL

WORKER WHO IS FIGHTING TO KEEP OUR AIR AND WATER CLEAN.

IT ISN'T THE FEDERAL WORKER WHO CREATES THE NEEDS THAT
GOVERNMENT SERVES. IT'S THE FEDERAL WORKER WHO ANSWERS THOSE
NEEDS -- WHO NURSES OUR VETERANS BACK TO HEALTH. //.MAKES SURE
THE SOCIAL SECURITY CHECKS GO OUT ON TIME. //. KEEPS CUR MILITARY

READY TO FICGHT. . . BATTLES THE DRUG SMUGGLERS AT CUR EORDER.




YOU DESERVE TO BE PROUD OF YOUR WORK,/é;D YOU
DESERVE POLITICAL LEADERS WHO SHARE THAT PRIDE j//QOT LEADERS

WHO USE YOU AS SCAPEGOATS.
p———
AND LET'S BE CLEAR ABOUT SOMETHING ELSE IN THIS ELECTION.
DESPITE THE RHETORIC OF DALLAS, THE ISSUE BEFORE THE AMERICAN
PLE IS NOT BIG GOVERNMENT. NCNE OF US BELIEVES THAT GOVERNMENT

—_— e —

THE ANSWER TO EVERY PROBLEM CR THE SOLUTION TO EVERY NEED.

THE ISSUE BEFORE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IS WHAT KIND OF

GOVERNMENT, SERVING WHAT PURPOSES, FOR WHOSE BENEFIT.

THEIR GOVERNMENT -- THE REAGAN REPUBLICANS --
IS ONE THAT SEEKS TO IMPOSE A RIGID ORTHODOXY ON ALL AMERICANS.
OUR GOVERNMENT/GNDERSTANDS THAT THE GREATNESS OF AMERICé/%IES IN

—
CUR DIVERSITY, OUR PLURALISM, OUR TOLERANCE FOR THE VIEWS OF

CTHERS. ?
9
/é/ /
THEIR GOVERXMEN?/%UTS T23EZS FOR THE RICE AND NUTERITIIN
PROGRAMS FOR THE POOK AND CALLS IT PROGRESSz%{OURSGQEEEEMESI

PLAYS BY ONE SET OF RULES FOR Aﬁ?/éND CALLS IT SIMPLE FAIRNES%%/%

N INSSTFEIAENT IS TO DISMANTLE , . RESTRCEr6

OUR MISSICN IS TO REBUILD, TC CAST ASIZE

HE GOOD WITH THE BAD.
WHAT DOESN'T WORK AND DELIVER EVEN MORE EFFECTIVELY THOSE SERVICES

OUR PEOPLE NEED.
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I LELIEVE WE STR=uUTHEN AMERICA WHEN JE s@msiE—soEriEng,

R T >-"T— Hevine yWTU  HAvES, K Kve WET
Wt N WE Pt T pcor gw o & THREA

IN THE LAST FCUR YE&RS, FIVE I'ILLION ANiZuICANS EAVE JCIAED THE

C.3

RA&NKS OF THE PCOR. EIGHT AND A HALF MILLICON AMERICANS ARE CUT CF
+CRK. AND CNE OUT OF FCUR 3MALL CHILDREN LIVES IN FOVZRTY. THE
RESrCNSE OF THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION TC THIS HUMAN DISASTER HAS BEEN
TO CUT FOUD STEMES, THROW PECPLE OFF SCCIAL SrCURITY, MAKL MEDICARE
RECIFIENTS PAY MCRE, AND RZDUCE NEARLY EVERY oINGLE rRCOGRAM THAT HELFES
POCR MCUTEERS AND INFANTS. MY QUESTICN TO MR. RzAGoNY IS, WHAT KIND
OF PeCrILE DOES -BE THINK WE ARE?

I AM NOT SEEKING THE VICE FPRESIDENT SO THAT I CAN HERP MaKE
IT HARDER FOR THE HUNGRY TO ZAT, THi COLD TC KEEP WARM, &ND THE
HCMEL=SS TO FIND SHELTER. I GOT INTO PCLITICS IN THE FIRST FLACE
50 I COULD HELP THE DISADVANTAGED -- NCT HsaRM THEM. AND THE BEST
WAY YOU AND I CAN HELF THEM IN 1984 IS TO DEFEAT RCNALD REAGAN
AND ELECT WALTZR NMONDALE.

WHEN WE TREAT EACH RIGHT, WE ARE A STRONGER, BZTTER CCUNTRY.
THEEE ARE MANY WAYS TO BINENENMMFMX oSZRVE THIS COUUNTRY, BND BEING
DECENT TC EZACHRXY OTHER IS ONE.

IN DALLAS LAST WEEK THE A-PUBLI CARS SrENT A LOHG TIME TaLKING
ABCUT rATRICTISM. BUT I DON'T THINK PECrLE BUY A SELF CCHNSCICUS

raTRIOTISM MADE ON MADISON AVENUE. THEY FEEL THe SELFLESS raTRIOTISM

OF MAIN STREET AMERICA. '

WwHEN WE FIND JCBS FOR THE THOUSANDS UF PECPLE STILL
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THIS IS THE DIRECTION THAT POINTS TO A STRONGER

FUTURE. AND THE TIME TO BEGIN THAT JOURNEY IS NOT LATER.

IT'S NOW.

THE TIME HAS COME TO ELECT A PRESIDENT WHO WILL ACCEPT

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF HIS OFFICE, NOT JUST THE TRAPPINGS.

THE TIME EAS CCME TO ELECT A PXRISIDENT WHO WILL =CLL
UP HIS SLEEVES AND TACKLE THE CHALLENGES WE FACE, NOT RCOLL

DOWN HIS JODPERS AND RIDE OFF INTO THE SUNSET.

THE TIME HAS COME TO SEND RONALD REAGAN BACK TO CALIFOR-

NIA AND PUT FRITZ MONDALE IN THE WHITE HOUSE.

TOGETHER, WE CAN CHANGE AMERICA's DIRECTION.

TOGETHER, WE CAN R=ZSTORE :*MERICA'S FAITE IN TEZIR

GOVERNMENT.

TOGETHER, WE CAN SEIZE TEE FUTCURE AND MiXE IT CT=RS.
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