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JOHN F. SONNETT 

1912- 1969 

The partners and friends 
of John F. Sonnett have en
dowed the Tohn F. Sonnett 
Memorial Lecture in his 
memory. 

John Sonnett came to the 
firm of Cotton & Franklin 
(now Cahill Gordon & Rein
del) as Managing Clerk in 
1933 after college at Fordham 
University. He held that job 
for the n~xt three years while 
attending Fordham Law 
School. After law school he 
spent five years with that firm 
as an associate, then joined 
the United States Attorney's 
Office in 19H, where he be
came Chief Assistant before 
leaving for wartime Washing
ton. 

During World War II, he 
was Special Counsel for the Navy assigned to the Under Sec
retary of the Navy. Later, as Special Assistant to the Secretary 
of the Navv with the rank of Lieutenant Commander, he con
ducted th~ final Navy investigation of the attack on Pearl 
II arbor. 

In 19-fi John joined the Department of Justice as Assistant 
_\ttorne~- General , nrst as head of the Claims Division and then 
as Chief of the Antitrust Division. 

Be returned to Cahill Gordon & Reindel as a partner in May 
19-15. ;1mL upon John T. Cahill's death, John Sonnett became 
S1 nior Partner in l866. Ilis fame as a trial and appellate law
' n wa~ inkrnatio11a! at !tis m1ti111c· I~ · death in July 1969. 

THE ALU]\[NI ASSOCIATION 

of the 

SCHOOL OF LA w 

of 

FORDHAM UNIVERSITY 

cordially invites you to the 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL SoNNETT MEMORIAL LECTURE 

in a series established in memory of 

JorIN F. SoNNETT 

to be held on 

Tuesday, February 24, 1981 

at 8:00 P.M. 

in the Pope Auitorium 

113 West 60th Street 
New York City 

The Lecture will be delivered by 

THE HONORABLE LAWRENCE H. Comm 

Chief Judge, New York State Court of Appeals 

Reception following the Lecture 
in the Faculty Lounge of the 
Leon Lowenstein Building 



PREVIOUS Jmrn F. Som.TETI MDIORIAL LECTURERS 

The Honorable Tom Clark 
Justice, United States Supreme Court 

The Honorable Cearbhall O'Dalaigh 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of 

Ireland 

The Honorable Irving R. Kaufman 
Chief Judge, United States Court of 

Appeals for the Second Circuit 

The Honorable Warren E. Burger 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of 

the United States 

The Rt. Hon. Lord John Widgery 
Chief Justice of England 

The Honorable Robert J. Sheran 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of 

Minnesota 

The Honorable Leon Jaworski 
Special Prosecutor 

The Honorable Griffin B. Bell 
United States Attorney General 

"The New Advocacy" 

"The Judge's Role" 

"Prison: The Judge's Dilemma" 

"The Special .skills of Advoca
cy: Are Specialized Training and 
Certification of Advocates Essen
tial to Our System of Justice?" 

"The Compleat Advocate" 

"Mandatory Continuing Legal 
Education for Lawyers and 
Judges as a Condition for the 
Maintaining of Professional Li
censing" 

"Watergate Through the Eyes of 
Leon Jaworski" 

"The Attorney General: The Fed
eral Government's Chief Lawyer 
and Chief Litigator, or One 
Among Many?" 

The Honorable William Hughes !llulligan "Cruel and Unusual Punish
United States Court of Appeals ments: The Proportionality Rule" 

for the Second Circuit 

The Honorable Benjamin R. Civiletti 
Attorney General of the United States 

"Intelligence and the Law: Con
flict or Compatibility?" 
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